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Personer/Cast

Ali, vedhuggare/woodcutter bas/bass

Sadi, hans brorson/his nephew tenor

Massur, rovare-anfoérare/robber, leader bas/bass
Nurmahl, under-anforare/sub-leader bas/bass
Hassan, under-anforare/sub-leader talroll
Hirzagar, révare/robber talroll

Urkan, révare/robber talroll
Morgiana, Alis syster/Ali’s sister alt/alto
Zetulbé, Alis slavinna/Ali’s slave sopran/soprano
En rést ur ett valv/A voice from the vault tenor

Soldater, folk, bayaderer, jonglorer, slavar, révare/Soldiers, people, bayaders, jugglers, slaves, robbers.

Scenen ir Bagdad och i en nirgrinsande skog/The scene is Baghdad and in a nearby forest.

Orkester/Orchestra

Flauto piccolo

Flauto

2 Oboi

2 Clarinetti in B, A, C

2 Fagotti

2 Comiin C, Es, E E, D, A, B
2 Corni in A

2 Trombe in C, Es, D, B
Trombone

Timpani (E, B)
Triangolo

Piatti

Gran Cassa

Violino I

Violino 11

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabbasso
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No. 9

Andante maestoso
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Bernhard Crusell

Att Bernhard Crusell (1775-1838) kommit att forknippas med klarinetten 4r ingenting
att forvana sig over. Han var en av sin tids frimsta klarinettister och komponerade f6r
instrumentet konsertanta verk som fick utlindska f6rliggare. Dessutom var han en av
de forsta foretridarna for den svenska romanskonsten, och ett av hans mest populira
verk var sangspelet Den lilla slavinnan.

Crusell féddes i Nystad i Finland, som di var en del av Sverige. Uppvixten var fattig
(fadern var bokbindare) och det oméjliggjorde skolging. Diremot lirde han sig spela
klarinett hos en militdirmusiker vid Nylands regemente, och tolv ar gammal blev han
volontirmusiker placerad pa Sveaborg utanfér Helsingfors. Banan som militdrmusi-
ker fortsatte vid flytten till Stockholm 1791, men tva ar senare blev han klarinettist
i Kungl. Hovkapellet — en plats han behéll dnda till 1833. Georg Joseph Vogler, som
ledde Hovkapellet, gav honom undervisning i komposition.

Tva utlandsvistelser blev viktiga for hans musikaliska utveckling pa sitt instrument.
1798 fick han sin forsta egentliga undervisning i klarinettspel av Franz Tausch i Berlin.
1803 blev han inbjuden till Paris av Jean-Francois de Bourgoing, franskt sindebud i
Stockholm, och under den halvarslinga vistelsen fick han undervisning i komposition
av Henri Montan Berton och Francois Gossec.

Anknytningen till militirmusiken kvarstod: 1819 utnimndes han till ledare f6r mi-
litairmusiken i Linkoping, dir han sommartid ledde musikkaren. I den tjansten stan-
nade han till 1836.

Som tonsittare stod klarinetten i centrum for hans storst upplagda verk. Tre kla-
rinettkonserter finns bevarade (i Ess-dur, f-moll och B-dur), men ett férsta solistiskt
verk var variationer 6ver Ahlstroms visa Goda gosse glaset tom” — framfore 1804 men
utgett i reviderad form 1829 som Introduction et Air Suédois varié. Ett av hans mest
uppskattade verk dr Concertante for klarinett, horn, fagott och orkester, uruppfort
1808. Ocksd i verk av det mindre formatet hade klarinetten en framskjuten position, si
i tre kvartetter for klarinett, violin, viola och cello.

Att Crusell genom Hovkapellet fick en stark relation till operakonsten speglas i sang-
produktionen, inte minst i de mojligheter till replikvixlingar som uppstar da fler 4n en
sangare medverkar. En sirstillning intar hans singer ur Esaias Tegnérs Frithiofs saga,
som fick stor spridning inte bara i Sverige, utan ocksa i utgavor pa danska och tyska.
Det var genom att bli upptagen i sillskapet Par Bricole som Crusell stimulerades i sitt
komponerande av vokalmusik, vilket ocksd mirks i en rad verk for manskor. Singspelet
Den lilla slavinnan ir en annan utldpa av detta intresse, uppfort forsta gingen 1824
och direfter framfort bide pa andra héll i Sverige och i Finland.

Stilistiskt ansluter Crusell till den klassicism som var framtridande under decen-
nierna kring ar 1800, men tidigt oppnar sig hans musik ocksé for en gryende roman-
tik (som i den andra klarinettkonserten fran 1815). Som ytterligare exempel pa hans
receptivitet kan nimnas att han ocksa 6versatte tio operor till svenska. 1801 blev han
ledamot av Kungl. Musikaliska akademien.

© Red. Levande musikarv

Bernhard Crusell

”The name of Bernhard Crusell (1775-1838) remains firmly linked with the clarinet.
There is nothing surprising about this: Crusell was one of the outstanding clarinettists
of his time, composing many virtuoso pieces for the instrument which were distributed
by a number of foreign publishers. At the same time, he was one of the first exponents
of the Swedish art song (romans), and one of his most popular works was the comic
opera, Den lilla slavinnan ('The Little Slavegirl).

Crusell was born in Nystad in Finland, then a part of Sweden. His childhood was
sufficiently poor (his father was a book-binder) that he was unable to attend school.
However, he managed to learn the clarinet by taking lessons with a military musi-
cian from the Nylund regiment, and at twelve he signed up for voluntary service as



a musician, stationed in Sveaborg outside Helsinki. His career as a military musician
took him to Stockholm in 1791, where two years later he became clarinettist in the
Kungliga Hovkapellet (the Royal Court Orchestra) — a position he held until 1833.
Georg Joseph Vogler, then director of the Hovkapellet, provided Crusell with tuition in
composition.

Two foreign journeys gained a particular importance for Crusell’s musical develop-
ment. In 1798 he received his first real tuition on the clarinet from Franz Tausch in
Berlin. In 1803 he was invited to Paris by Jean-Francois de Bourgoing, a French emis-
sary to Stockholm, and under a six-month stay in the French capital he received com-
position tuition from Henri Montan Berton and Frangois Gossec.

In the meantime, Crusell’s musical military connections remained. In 1819 he was
appointed director of military music in Link6ping. He led the regimental band during
the summer months and remained in the post until 1836.

The clarinet occupied a central position for most of his main compositions, inclu-
ding three extant clarinet concertos (in E-flat major, F minor and B-flat major). His
first piece for clarinet solo, however, was a set of variations on Ahlstrom’s song ‘Goda
gosse glaset tom’ (‘Good lad, drain your glass’) — performed first in 1804 and later
published in revised form in 1829 as Introduction et Air Suédois varié. One of his most
successful pieces is the Concertante for clarinet, horn, bassoon, and orchestra, given
its premiere in 1808. He also had much success with smaller format works for clarinet,
such as three quartets for clarinet, violin, viola and cello.

Through the Hovkapellet Crusell formed a strong stylistic connection to opera,
which is reflected in his song compositions, not the least in the songs in two or more
parts where the composer makes much of the opportunity for dialogue between voices.
A special position among his songs is occupied by the settings from Esaias Tegnér’s
Frithiofs saga, which was widely circulated not merely in Sweden but also through
published scored in Danish and German. Through his membership of the Par Bricole
society, Crusell received a new aesthetic impetus in his composition of vocal music, a
quality which can also be observed in a number of works for male chorus. The comic
opera Den lilla slavinnan is another expression of this. The piece received its premiere
in Stockholm in 1824. Further performances followed both elsewhere in Sweden and
in Finland.

Crusell’s music is connected to the classical style which predominated during the
decades surrounding 1800. From early on, however, he was also receptive to a nascent
romanticism (heard for example in the second clarinet concerto of 1815). His general
artistic flexibility is also attested to by the fact that he translated ten operas into Swe-
dish. In 1801 he became a member of the Kungliga Musikaliska akademien (Royal
Academy of Music).

© Swedish Musical Heritage Editors
Trans. Guy Dammann

Den lilla slavinnan

On September 24, 1822 at Théatre de la Gaité in Paris the play Ali Baba ou Les qua-
rantes voleurs was premiered, written by French playwriter René Charles Guilbert de
Pixérécourt (1773—1844). It was loosely based on the tale of Ali Baba and forty thieves
from One Thousand and One Nights (in Arabic: Alf layla wa layla), a collection that
had been popular in France and throughout the Europe since the French orientalist
Antoine Galland (1646-1715) published his translation Mille et une nuits, contes arabes
traduits en frangois in 12 volumes that appeared between 1704 and 1717. The Ali Baba
story had appeared in 1717 in volume 11 of Galland’s translation.

Less than two years after the premiere in Paris, the Pixérécourt’s play reached Stock-
holm as a free translation in Swedish by Ulrik Emanuel Mannerhjerta (1775-1849)
and Gustaf Lagerbielke (1777-1837). The Swedish premiere, now titled Den lilla slavin-
nan, was on February 18, 1824, at the Royal Opera House. Music for this Swedish
version was written by Bernhard Henrik Crusell (1775-1838). In his autobiography



(Biografie engenhindig forfattat af Crusell och lemnad till M. Pollet), written in 1825 or
1826, Crusell writes that since 1822 he had been suffering from a nervous disease. He
even travelled to Karlsbad in June of 1822 to receive treatments to cure this condition.
According to the autobiography:
“Genom string diet forbittrades hans tillstind likvil smaningom sa att han 1824
kunde dterbegynna sin tianstgorning. En annan omstindighet bidrog dfven till
detta for honom lyckliga resultat. Man uppdrog honom att for Kongl. Operan
skrifva Musiken till en Theaterpies: Lilla Slafvinnan. Hans krafter tilltogo med
hans intresse for arbetet och di detta var slutadt, kinde han sitt tillstand mirkeli-
gen forbattradt, ett bevis pd nyttan ad interessant sysselsittning for nerfsjuklingar.”

In a letter written on 17 January 1824 to Carl Friedrich Peters, Crusell wrote:
Wie ich nach Stockholm zuriickkam (meine Tochter starb in Linkiping) war ich
unfihig meinen Dienst im Orchester anzufangen. Die Direction, um mir eine
Zerstreuung zu verschaffen, drang mir eine Composition fiir das Theater auf. Es ist
ein Schauspiel in 3 Aufziigen, welches in wenigen Wochen aufgefiibhrt werden soll
im grossen Opern Theater.

Das Sujet gefiel mir, und da die dramatische Composition wegen ibhrer Neubeit fiir
mich etwas anziehendes hatte, so kam ich alméblich hinein und arbeitete einige
Stunden des Tages, und zuletzt con amore. Das Werk ist nun vollendet, Gott weiss
wie; aber einen woblthitigen Einfluss hat die Arbeit auf meinem Gemiith gedussert,
obschon die Nerven dabei fiirchterlich erregt worden sind. Alle andere Arbeit hat
nun aber nachstehen miissen, folglich auch die unbedeutende, die Ihnen versproche-
nen Manuscripte zu redigieren. Nun bin ich aber willens dieses bald vorzunehmen;
wegen meinen unstiten Gesundheits-Zustand kan ich aber keine Zeit bestimmen
wan ich Thnen die Manuscr. schicken kan. Genug: es soll die erste Arbeit sein die ich
vornehme.

Den lilla slavinnan proved a popular piece at the time, since it had total of 34 perfor-
mances between its premiere on 18 February 1824 and 28 August 1838 at the Royal
Theater (Gustavianska operahuset). The roles in the premiere were played by: J. J.
Fahlgren (Ali Baba), P. M. Sillstrom (Sadi), N. W. Almlof (Massur), F. Kinmanson
(Nurmahal), C. J. Preumayr (Hassan), G. A. Bonn (Hirzagar), W. Svenson (Urkan), S.
Stromstedt (Morgiana), E. Lindstrom (Zetulbé), and G. Lindman (En rost ur ett valv).
The music was conducted by Johan Fredrik Berwald and choreography was by Gio-
vanni Battista Ambrosiani.

Crusell’s music to Den lilla slavinnan is rare example of Janissary (or mebter) style
music in Sweden. This so called a/la turca style, best recognized from its use of piccolo,
triangle, cymbals and bass drum, was very popular in Central European theater music
from 1780s to 1820s. During that time even Stockholm’s Royal Theater produced
performances of several operas in a/la turca style. Besides Crusell, the other Swedish
exemple in this style is Joseph Martin Kraus’ music to Johan Gabriel Oxenstjerna’s play
Soliman 11 eller De tre Sultarinnorna (1789). Soliman II was revived in the 1800 and
1816/1817 seasons when Crusell was a member of the court orchestra.

For Den lilla slavinnan Crusell composed an overture and 16 numbers. Most of the
numbers are short and the most notable of these is Zetulbé’s aria with clarinet obbliga-
to in the third act (Nr. 12, Frin Gangens rika strinder). The virtuosic clarinet obbligato
was played by Crusell himself in the first performances of the work. Fabian Dahlstrom
in his book Bernard Henrik Crusell: Klarinetisten och hans storre instrumentalverk (Hel-
singfors, 1976) mentions Mozart’s Parto, ma tu ben mio from La clemenza di Tito or
Paér’s Una voce al cor mi parla as possible models for this aria. The other numbers are of
varied styles from simple verse songs, like Sadi’s romance, to operatic scenes with reci-
tatives like the thieves’ opening chorus in the first act. There are also two melodramas,
titled as pantomimes in the autograph score, as well as marches and dances.

The overture to Den lilla slavinnan opens with dramatic largo in C minor which is
followed by allegro assai in C major. The fast section of the overture uses two melo-
dies from the opera: the duet of Zetulbé and Sadi from the first act (no. 2, Snart da’n
Sfullindat har sitt lopp) first played by piccolo and violins, and the Finale of the third act



(no. 16, Tag mot vir hyllning idla kvinna), first played by flute and clarinet.

The first act has 5 numbers. It opens with a dramatic chorus of thieves who have dis-
covered that someone has found the hiding place of their treasure (no. 1, Nej, ingen for-
skoning!). The next number is a romantic couplet in three verses by the slave girl Zetulbé
and Sadi who is in love with her (no. 2, Snart da’n fullindar har sitt lopp). The third
number is titled as a pantomime to accompany a short melodramatic scene for Ali’s
sister Morgiana. It begins with a melancholy bassoon solo in F minor and then turns to
an optimistic flute solo in F major. This is one of the numbers in the work where Crusell
has written prominent solo parts for wind instruments. Number 4 is the Romance of
Sadi (Lénge har jag flytt behindigt kirleken och Zetulbé) in three verses and with obbli-
gato for solo horn. The first act ends with a short Marcia (no. 5) in E minor.

The second act has 4 numbers. The first one is the song of one of the thieves, Nurma-
hal (no. 6 Slin ring om mig go’ vinner). After each verse comes a short interlude, titled in
the score as Grotesk dans av Zigenare in alla turca style. The second number in a religious
style is written for the quartet of Zetulbé, Morgiana, Sadi and Ali, with choir (no. 7, 7
svage linkar av dem kedja). After the short recitative, Ali’s verse is accompanied only by
the woodwinds. The number ends with praise of Allah, which brings strong oriental
colour to the scene. Number 8 is the second of the two numbers titled as a pantomime,
although the libretto suggests that this is also to accompany a melodramatic scene. Here
the solo violin is accompanied by strings. The solo violin melody is an embellished ver-
sion of the melody sung by Ali in number 7. The second act ends with a scene of thieves
(no. 9 Edra hofdingar, viinner, er kalla!) in D major.

The third act has 7 numbers. The first number, Marcia (no. 10) for orchestra is in a
festive alla turca style according to the libretto, to be played at the arrival of guests in
the fifth scene. The second number (no. 11 Ballo) is a ballet number for Bayaders. After
this comes the previously mentioned Zetulbé’s elaborate and virtuosic aria with clari-
net obbligato (no. 12, Frin Gangens rika strinder). After the aria comes the chorus of
Bayaders (no 13. Marcia con coro, Shastas Pristinnor) which Crusell also has written in
alla turca style. Number 14 is written in polonaise style and sung by Zetulbé, Sadi, Ali,
and Nurmahal (Skall da forgives druvan mogna). The purely orchestral dramatic number
15 is only 14 bars long in A minor. The finale of third act stars with solo of Ali (7ag mot
vir hyllning ddla kvinna). After solos of Ali and Sadi the number closes with triumphant
allegro con brio section in 6/8 time for Sadi, Ali, and full choir in @/la turca style. The
cleaver slave girl Zetulbé has saved her master Ali and his son Sadi from the revenge of
the thieves.

© Jani Kyllonen, Levande musikarv



Critical commentary

Sources.

A Autograph score. Musik- och teaterbiblioteket, Stockholm. Signum 275:1. Kungliga Teaterns Musikalie-Samling. S
STOCKHOLM Kungl. Teatern (Operetter L 8). Text in Swedish. From the library of Royal Theater. Oblong volume,
measuring ca. 24x29,5cm. Bound in brown cardboard covers with leather strip on the back. On cover: Ne 242. Den
Lilla Slafvinnan Opert uti 3 Akter. Musiken af B. Crusell.

K Copy of score. Musik- och teaterbiblioteket, Stockholm. Signum: KT Operetter 8a. Text in German. Formerly
belonged to Joh[an] Em[anuel] Hoydenreich and was later donated to Royal Theater library. Oblong volume,
measuring ca. 28x30cm. Bound, but lacks front and back covers. On first page: Die kleine Sklavinn. Romantisches
Schauspiel in drey Akten mit Musik von Bernhard Crusell.

L Printed libretto. Published by Fr. B. Nestius, Stockolm, in 1824. In Swedish. Title on the cover: Den lilla slafvinnan.
Skddespel i tre akter, bland med Sdng och Dans. Fri Ofversdttning. Musiken af B. Crusell.

S Set of orchestral parts by unknown copyist. Musik- och teaterbiblioteket, Stockholm. Signum 275:1. Kungliga
Teaterns Musikalie-Samling. S STOCKHOLM Kungl. Teatern (Operetter L 8). Complete set of parts, but includes also
extra brass parts that are not included in the autograph score: corno 3, corno 4, trombone alto, trombone tenore.

T1 Piano reduction by Jacob Bernard Struve. Published by Walter, Stockholm. Publishing date unknown. On cover:
Den lilla slafvinnan romantisk opera i 3 akter musiken af B. Crusell Fullstindigt klaverutdrag af J. B. Struve.

T2 Piano reduction by Edmond Passy. Published by Westerberg, Stockholm. Publishing date unknown. On cover:
Lilla slafvinnan Romantisk Opera i 3 Akter Musiken af B. Crusell Klaverutdrag af E. Passy.

Source evaluation. This edition is based on the autograph score written by Bernhard Henrik Crusell (A). The
autograph score is undated but it is most likely written in 1823. K, L, S, T1, and T2 were treated as secondary
sources. It is interesting to note that both score (A) and parts (S) include 5 ballet music numbers not written by
Crusell in the 3rd act of the piece. This music is bound within the score in form of first violin parts. This music has
not been included in this edition and it is not found in K, T1 or T2. Parts (S) were consulted for missing dynamics,
slurs, articulations, and cases where A was ambiguous about one or two wind instruments playing. L, T1, and T2
were consulted for singing text. L differs from A in many places. Especially in Zetulbé’s aria with clarinet obbligato
(no. 12 in this edition) L has a different text from A. Text in T1 and T2 corresponds to the text in A.

Ouverture

1,6 V¢, Cb Vc and Cb are written on the same stave in A and S as octaves, and it is not
clear if divisi is intended or not. In b.6 Bassi is written by lower note g, which
could mean that lower note is to be played by cb and higher by vc. The same
principle was also used in b.1.

92 Cl1 A: last note missing natural.

103 Ob, Cl, Cor p added to match other instruments

114 Fl, Vno 1 ff added to match other instruments

119 Tr ff added to match other instruments

123 Fl p added to match other instruments

138 FL,Ob 1 p added to match other instruments



138-148

158

174

238

240

242

262

No.1

24

29

30

31

32

35-36

80

84-86

102

151

No. 2

10

No. 3

No. 4

No. 5

Fag1

Vla

Cl, Fag, Cor, Cb
Ob1,Cl1
Fag1

Fl

Fag

Coro

Cor, V¢, Cb
Fag1

Ob 1-2
Cl1-2
Ob2,Cl2
Fag 1-2

Cl1-2

Fag1

Fag 1-2

Tempo

Fl

Title

Key signature

Vla

A, K no marking if this is al or aZ. S has this written only for Fag 1.
missing tenuto added on last note to match vno 2, vg, cb.

p added to match other instruments

p added to match other instruments

p added to match other instruments

p added to match other instruments

A, K a2 marking missing. S has copied music in both bassoon parts.

T1 and T2 have gd on the last quarter note instead of Ja in A.
fadded to match other vno 1-2 and vla

fadded to match other instruments

fadded to match other instruments

fadded to match other instruments

slur added to match Fag 1

p added to match strings

A, K are ambiguous as to whether al or a2 is intended. S has these bars in

both clarinet parts.

A, K natural missing

A, K a2 marking missing. S has same music in both bassoon parts.

K has Allegro instead of Allegretto

p added to match other instruments

K and T2 labels this number as Melodrame instead of Pantomime in A, T1.

A, T1, T2 have this number in E-flat major, but K in E major. In A E dur is

written in pencil.

A, K: 2nd note f#, S has originally also f# but is corrected as g#.



No. 7

29

No.9

8-10

22
43

50-51

No. 10

1,13

No. 11

11

28
32

49

No. 12

11-12

20
45

60

70
72
90-91

100

Cor1-2

Nurmahal, Massur

Cl1-2
Cl1-2

ww, brass

Fag

Vla

Fl, Cl, str

Cl, Vla
Cor

Fl

Fag

Ob
Cor

Vno 2

Ob
Cor
Vla

Cl obbl

p added to match other instruments

A: phrase originally sung by Massur, but changed in pencil to Nurmahal. T1,
T2 has phrase sung by Nurmahal

p added to match other instruments
p added to match other instruments

A, K: Ambiguous tie from b.50 whole note to first note in b.51.

A, K: a2 marking missing. S has same music in both bassoon parts.

slur added to two last notes to match other instruments

A: ambiguous diminuendo wedge. Vno 1 and fl has one bar long diminuendo.
but in cl, vno 2, vla diminuendo seems to continue to next bar, but in fact it
ends just before the next note which is written in the middle of the bar. Vc
and Cb has diminuendo that continues to last eight note in b.12.

p added to match other instruments
p added to match other instruments

A, K, S has whole bar rest in this bar, it is not clear if a2 has been left out
intentionally or is it a mistake.

A, K, S higher notes are played by fag 2 and lower by fag 1. This has been
interpreted as mistake and parts have been reversed.

missing cresc. has been added to match other instruments
missing diminuendo wedge has been added to match other instruments

slur from 5th note (d!) to 6th note (a), 7th and 8th note with staccato dots.
Articulation has been changed to correspond to b.56

p added to match other instruments
fadded to match other instruments
A: 2 bars long slur. Possibly mistake, changed to correspond to slur in vc, cb

pp added to match other instruments



117

181

182

No. 14

21

32

No. 16

14

29

39-40

44

80

104

107-108

Fl
Vla, Vc

Vno 1, Fl

Fl

Fag

Ob

Cl

Cl2
Fag, Cor
Ob

Tbne

© Jani Kyllonen, Levande musikarv

p added to match other instruments
p added to match other instruments

p added to match other instruments. A: last two notes written as in Zetulbé’s
part, but changed to correspond to fl

p added to match other instruments

A, K: a2 marking missing. S has same music in both bassoon parts.

A, K: no marking if this is al or a2. S has this only in ob. 1 part.
p added to match other instruments

A: p is written in middle of b.40

slur between two last notes missing

p added to match other instruments

slur between first two notes added to match other instruments

A, K, S: written like timp (with 8th note rests), possibly mistake because
this part is on a separate page with percussion instruments. Note lengths
changed to correspond other wind instruments.
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