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Bengt Gauteson, herre till Solhaug/
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Margit, hans hustru/his wife mezzosopran/mezzsoprano
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Gudmund Alfson, deras vin/their friend tenor

Knut Gesling, kungens fogde/

the king’s tax collector tenor

Erik fran Hagge, hans vin/his friend bas/bass
Forste huskarl/First man bas/bass
Andre huskarl/Second man bas/bass
Tredje huskarl/Third man bas/bass

Kungens sindebud/The king’s messenger bas/bass

Gister, kvinnor och min, svenner och pigor/Guests, women, men, squires, maidens.
Gudmund Alfsons min/ Gudmund Alfson’s men. Knut Gaslings min/ Knut Gasling’s men

Handlingen f6rsiggar pa Solhaug i det fjortonde drhundradet/The story takes place at
Solhaug in the 14th Century.

Orkester/Orchestra

3 Flauti (FLIII dven/also Piccola)
2 Oboe

Corno inglese

2 Clarinetti in B, C and A
Clarinetto basso in A

3 Fagotti ( Fag.III dven/also Contrafagott)
4 Corni

2 Trombe

3 Tromboni

Tuba

Timpani

Triangolo

Piatti

Arpa

Violini I

Violini IT

Viole

Violoncelli

Contrabbassi






Gildet pa Solhaug
Forste akt/Erster Aufzug

(En stadselig stue med der i baggrunden og pa begge sideveeggene. Foran tillhgjre et karanap-vindu med sma4, runde blyindfat-
tede ruder, og ved vinduet et bord med en meenge kvindesmykker. Langs veeggen tillvenstre et storre bord med selvkruse, beegre
og drikkehorn. Deren i baggrunden forer ud till en dben svalegang, hvorigennem ses et vidt fjordlanskab.)/

(Ein reich ausgestattetes Zimmer mit Thiir im Hintergrunde und an beiden Seitenwdnden. Im Vordergrunde rechts ein Erkerfenster

mit kleinen, runden, in Blei gefassten Scheiben, am Fenster ein Tisch mit vielem Frauenschmuck. Lings der Wand links ein grosserer
Tisch mit silbernen Kriigen, Bechern und Trinkhérnern. Die Thiir im Hintergrunde fiihrt auf einen offenen Soller, durch welchen man
eine weite Fjordlandschfaft sieht.)
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Hintergrunde Knuts Mannen, teils sitzend, teils stehend, ein paar Humpen wandern im Kreise herum)

(Bengt Gauteson, fru Margit, Knut Gaesling og Erik fra Haegge sidder om drikkebordet tilvenstre.

I baggrunden dels sidder dels star Knuts mend; et par olboller gar rundt mellem dem)/
(Bengt Gauteson, Frau Margit, Knut Gdsling und Erik von Hdgge sitzen um den Tisch links. Im
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SCENE II
(Signe, gleedestralende, kommer lebende ind fra baggrunden)/
(Signe kommt freudenstrahlend durch den Hintergrund hereingelaufen)
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Wilhem Stenhammar

Wilhelm Stenhammar (1871-1927) tillhor de stora namnen i svensk
musikhistoria — i dag mest kind som tonsittare, under sin korta livstid
lika respekterad som pianist och dirigent. Det hor till saken att Sten-
hammar var verksam nir det moderna musiklivet formades, och de
frimsta namnen under denna epok har aldrig férlorat sin lyskraft. For
Stenhammars del illustreras det av de kompositioner som stadigt behal-
lit sin plats som repertoarverk, i forsta hand hans forsta pianokonsert
(b-moll), 7va sentimentala romanser for violin och orkester, pianoverket
Sensommarnitter, solosanger som Flickan kom frén sin ilsklings méte”
samt korsdngerna ”Sverige” och ”1 seralliets have”.

Wilhelm Stenhammar skaffade sig en gedigen och framfér allt bred
musikalisk skolning: pianostudier vid Richard Anderssons musikskola,
orgel for Wilhelm Heintze och August Lagergren, kontrapunkt for Jo-
seph Dente, komposition f6r Emil Sjogren och Andreas Hallén. Som sé
mdnga andra svenska musikstuderande vid denna tid, och tidigare, for
Stenhammar ocksé utomlands, till Berlin f6r pianostudier.

Redan under studietiden bérjade Stenhammar framtrida som pia-
nist, men ocksi komponera. Som pianist inledde han ett samarbete
med violinisten Tor Aulin och dennes strikkvartett som skulle komma
att utveckla kammarmusicerande i Sverige. Deras turnéer runt om i
landet 4r legendariska.

Stenhammar var dirigent fér kéren Filharmoniska sillskapet i
Stockholm 1897-1900. 1902 var han med att grundade det som idag
benimns Kungliga Filharmonikerna i Stockholm. Han dirigerade i
perioder ocksa vid Kungl. Teatern och var aren 1907-22 konstnirlig
ledare for davarande Goteborgs orkesterforening. Wilhelm Stenhammar
komponerade parallellt med sin verksamhet som pianist och dirigent.
Periodvis tog dock de sistnimnda engagemangen 6ver, men som full-
tecknad musiker och dirigent behovde han & andra sidan inte kompo-
nera pa bestillning sasom flera av hans tonsittarkolleger tvingades till.

Wilhelm Stenhammar blev invald som ledamot nr 501 i Kungl. Mu-
sikaliska akademien den 29 november 1900.

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande musikarv

Gildet pa Solhaug

”Av en tillfillighet vorden férlovad med en liten elev i Richard]
Alndersson]:s musikskola hosten 1891. Hon hette Signe. Resultat: "Gil-
let pa Solhaug’” I sin sjilvbiografiska skiss frin borjan av 1920-talet,
sammanfattar Stenhammar pé detta sitt tillkomsten av operan Gildet
pé Solhaug.

Han var tjugoett ar nir han pabérjade arbetet, men vilka erfarenhe-
ter hade han av den storre musikdramatiken? Ungdomsverken utgors
av sanger och sma korstycken, till exempel tillkom singen "I skogen”
ndr han var sexton dr. Men det ir i de stort upplagda verken Florez och
Blanzeflor (Oscar Levertin) och Sndfrid (Viktor Rydberg) som Sten-
hammar definitivt tar steget in i ett musikdramatiskt tinkande. Dessa
verk har karaktiren av ballader for soli, kor och orkester men bir inda
tydliga drag av Wagnerupplevelser. Frin att tidigare ha influerats av de
skandinaviska tonsittarna August Séderman, Edvard Grieg, Halfdan
Kjerulf och mihinda 4ven Johan Svendsen, métte han Beethoven,
Schumann, Bach och Brahms hos sin pianoldrare Richard Andersson.
Via dessa far han en ingang till den senromantiska musikvirlden och
utan tvekan hade det en betydelse att Fredrika Stenhammar (hans in-
gifta faster) var den forsta betydande Wagnersingerskan i Sverige med
roller som Elisabeth i Zannhduser och Elsa i Lobengrin. Sjilv plockade
Stenhammar fram klaverutdragen till dessa operor, som han studerade
och spelade. Vi vet att man ofta samlades i Levertins hem for att hora
Stenhammar spela och sjunga ur bland annat Parsifal men troligen
ocksd andra Wagnerverk som 77istan och Isolde.

Det fanns ocksd i det svenska musiklivet en stor debatt kring Wag-
ner, f6rd med stort kunnande och stor hetta. Pionjirerna for Wagner i
Sverige deltog i diskussionen, i forsta hand Andreas Hallén, men dven

Soderman, som under sina Leipzigar hort Zannhduser och inspirerats
av Wagners harmonik och formtinkande. Hallén, som for 6vrigt var
Stenhammars lirare, hade 1881 pa Liszts rekommendation fétt sitt mu-
sikdrama Harald Viking uppfort i Leipzig. Verket vickte stort intresse
som ett av de bista exemplen pa ett sjilvstindigt konstverk i Wagners
efterfoljd. 1884 gavs operan i Stockholm och blev det forsta verk dir
idéerna om musikdramat, allkonstverket och anvindandet av ledmo-
tiv genomsyrar text och musik. Men helt trogen Wagner var inda inte
Hallén. Martin Tegen hiavdar i en analys av verket att det ”4r ett intres-
sant och lyckat forsok att inympa en nationell-folklig ton i den Wagner-
Lisztska stilen”.

Aret innan hade Adolf Lindgrens skrift Om Wagnerismen publicerats.
Lindgren var den ledande musikforskaren och kritikern under slutet
av 1800-talet och hade redan 1874 publicerat en artikel i imnet. Han
argumenterar under starkt inflytande av Eduard Hanslick och me-
nar bland annat att "musiken strykes bort ur konsternas syskonskara”
genom ledmotivtekniken. Lindgren kan knappast sorteras in bland
anti-wagnerianerna, dértill var han alltf6r fingad av musiken, men hans
kritik balanserade den Wagnerkult som kom att utvecklas inte minst
genom Wilhelm Peterson-Bergers skrifter och debattartiklar.

For Stenhammars del gillde att i forsta hand ga tillbaka till killorna,
till Wagners musik; det var dér inspirationen kunde himtas direkt. Han
studerade klaverutdragen och partituren och fick dirigenom omedelbar
nirhet till de for honom férebildliga verken. Dir Peterson-Berger stu-
derade skrifterna, dir kunde Stenhammar musiken, och genom detta
fick han en direkt ingéng till musikdramats kidrna utan att behdva en
textforstielse.

Efter det att Sndfrid avslutats 1891 paborjade Stenhammar pé varen
1892 sitt arbete med Gildet. P4 sommaren 1893 fullbordade han verket.
Den danske musikforliggaren Henrik Hennings och hans Det Nord-
iske Forlag blev genast intresserade och man kontaktade operahusen i
Képenhamn, Berlin och Stockholm utan att f4 ndgot som helst gehor.
Overhuvudraget var Gildet det dominerande imnet i korresponden-
sen mellan Hennings och Stenhammar under 1890-talets borjan. Ett
brevcitat frin juni 1895 ir centralt for verkets tillkomst (citerat ur Bo
Wallners Stenhammarbiografy):

Idag om tre minader skola Signe och jag har bréllop, — om allt gr s, som
vi hoppas! Och i brudgava vill jag skinka henne *Gildet’. Det 4r det bista
jag har att giva henne. Alltsd, Henrik, pa forsta sidan ldta vi trycka:

Till Signe”

Nir s Hennings publicerade klaverutdraget 1896 fanns inte denna till-
dgnan. Under mellantiden hade dramatiken flodat, alltifran att brollop
bestimts till hosten 1895 till uppslagen foérlovning nigon ging under
forsta halvaret 1896. Ligg dirtill att den sjilvbiografiska skissen ocksd
talar om att han triffat en annan: "Géteborg i februari 1896. Helga
Marcia...”, den Helga som sedermera blev hans hustru.

Under de f6ljande dren kom Stenhammar att distansera sig frin sin
opera. I ett brev till Hennings i september 1898 talar han om att det
bara dr ”for den intimare vinkretsen”. Kopplingen mellan liv och verk
gjorde berdringen 6mtalig.

Visst dr det en forilskad Stenhammar som komponerar Gilder pi
Solhaug: sillan har vil hans orkestersats varit sd klangrik, ljusflodande
och extatisk! Lasefrukter frin Richard Strauss’ partitur finns, men hos
Stenhammar ir det lite mer behirskat, ibland aterhillet, men med en
befriande lidelse i singen mellan operans Signe och hennes Gudmund.
Och vilken mistare visar sig inte den unge Stenhammar vara i att att
finga de morka stimningarna och onda anslagen i originella klang-
konstellationer i sin orkester! Hir finns en boren musikdramatiker, som
senare kom att begrinsas av ett undermalig och dramatiskt ofullginget
libretto (77rfing) och sedan tystas for gott av férodande recensioner
(Peterson-Berger).

Stenhammar tonsatte Gildet pa norska. Valet var helt naturligt i
den ridande unionen mellan Sverige och Norge. I sitt bibliotek skall



Stenhammar ha haft de tvd utgavor av Ibsens drama som fanns publi-
cerade: originalutgavan frin 1856 och den andra versionen fran 1883.
Ibsens instillning till sitt ungdomsdrama (stycket var hans forsta succé
som dramatiker) var komplicerad. Framgingen till trots anklagades
Ibsen for att ha plagierat en pjas av Henrik Hertz, Svend Dyrings Huus.
Anklagelserna kom i forsta hand frin kritiker, men nir Georg Bran-
des diskuterade verket och framforde liknande synpunkter blev Ibsen
tvungen att agera. Detta skulle innebira en revidering av dramat. Fran
1866 hade Ibsen omarbetat de flesta av sina ungdomsdramer och dikter
men hela tiden limnat Gilder orérd, troligtvis pa grund av den initiala
kritiken om plagiat. Men 1879 hade den finldndska litteraturhistoriken
Valfrid Vasenius, i sin studie 6ver Ibsens dramatiska diktning, hojt Gil-
der till skyarna och gatt till angrepp mot anklagelserna om plagiat och
hivdat styckets egenart. Detta, och Ibsens 6nskan om att distansera sig
fran Brandes, kan ha varit en bidragande orsak till att ta itu med omar-
betningen. En tredje anledning kan ha varit ekonomisk: Ibsen forsorjde
sin son, och nir denne vill bege sig till Paris hade Ibsen inte tillrackligt
manga verk innestiende hos sin forldggare, sa en revidering av Gildet
skulle kunna l6sa situationen.

Omarbetningen av Gildet gick mycket fort: under en vistelse i Rom
under véren 1883 reviderades verket pa fyra veckor. Den nya versionen
kom att forses med ett lingt forord dér Ibsen dels rattfardigar sig infor
anklagelserna om plagiat, dels levererar sarkastiskt triffande kommen-
tarer om kritikerskraet i stort och om Gildets belackare i synnerhet.
Den nya versionen publicerades av Gyldendals forlag i maj 1883. Det
kom att droja tre dr innan stycket blev uppfért, dd pa Dagmarteatret i
Képenhamn 1886.

Jimfor man klaverutdragets norska text med de tva upplagorna av
Gildet star det helt klart att Stenhammar anvinde den senare, om-
arbetade versionen fran 1883 som textunderlag (Wallner hivdar att
det dr den forsta upplagan som anvinds). En jimforelse mellan de tva
versionerna visar att ortografin i 1856 ars version i huvudsak dr dansk
(t.ex. dubbla konsonanter, stor bokstav vid substantiv), medan versionen
fran 1883 saknar dessa karaktiristika och har ett mer modernt norskt
skrivsitt. Vidare har Ibsen bytt ut ord och uttryck som "Hoitidsfest”
till "bryllupsfest” och "Retsaa, det maa jeg lide” till "Slig tale tykkes jeg
vel om”. I Stenhammars klaverutdrag 4r det alltid 1883 drs version av
texten som anvinds.

Ibsens Gildet pi Solhaug ir ett drama fylle av folkvisa och folksaga. Ett
stort antal ballader och visor gor att stycket inte kan spelas utan musik.
Till den forsta versionen av stycket fran 1856 hade tre komponister leve-
rerat musik: Ferdinand Giovanni Schediwy (urpremiiren i Bergen) och
Paolo Sperati' (Christiania, nuvarande Oslo, samma ar) och den dansk-
tyske Joseph Glaser (Képenhamn 1861). Ibsen hade inte mycket till
overs for den musik som dessa kompositorer astadkommit. Hans favorit
var dansken Peter Lange-Miiller och han lyckades fa denne att kompo-
nera musik till ett framférande av skidespelet 18882

Det centrala i Gildet som drama ir forhallandet mellan de folkvi-
sor och folksagor som dels berittas, dels alluderas pa. Fredrik Paasche
finner i sin studie frin 1908 6ver Gildet och Ibsens nationalromantiska
diktning att flera motiv och detaljer fran visor och sagor korsar varan-
dra. Bjorstjerne Bjornson skriver i en anmalan av Gilder att ingenstans
“var folkvisan omsatt i drama sé fullkomligt att nagot sidant inte
kunde goras en ging till”. All denna analys av inspirationskillor och
andra hirledningar var troligen utan intresse for Stenhammar: han gick
intuitivt till viga och fingslades av handlingen och folkvisestimningen.

Stenhammar valde att tonsitta Ibsens text direkt utan att forst gora
en versifierad operatext. Operan hor alltsi hemma inom de s.k. Lit-
teraturoper som skapades i borjan av 1900-talet, dir andra exempel
ar Claude Debussys Pélleas et Mélisande (1901) och Alban Bergs Woz-
zeck (1926). Nir sa Stenhammars klaverutdrag publicerades 1896 av
Det Nordiske Forlag och Julius Hainauer i Breslau, var det, férutom
den norska originaltexten, forsett med en tysk 6versittning av Marie
von Borch. Autografen till klaverutdraget finns inte att tillga (troligen
forlagsegendom) medan autografen av orkesterpartituret endast har
tysk text i sdvil vokalstimmor som scenanvisningar. Den forsta akten

ar slutdaterad "Stockholm 18 sept. 18957, den andra saknar datering
medan den tredje akten ir signerad "Stockholm, oktober 1896”. Klaver-
utdraget publicerades saledes i stor sett samtidigt som instrumentering-
en avslutades. Stenhammar kan redan nu ha haft blickarna riktade mot
den tyska scenen dd Hennings forsok att fd operan uppsatt i Norden
tidigare hade misslyckats.

Om de nordiska operahusen visade sig negativa var Hofoper i Berlin
mer tillmotesgiende. Runt 1895 antogs verket for framférande men
blev liggande. Istillet blev det Hoftheater i Stuttgart som uruppforde
operan i mitten av april 1899 under titeln "Das Fest auf Solhaug”. Det
blev en god framging; man rapporterar fullt hus och varme bifall. Trots
att dven recensionerna var positiva fick verket ingen fortsatt spridning

i Tyskland, kanske beroende pé vissa tyska antipatier mot Ibsens dikt-
ning. 1900 hade Johan Svendsen, som dai var kapellmistare vid Det
Kongelige Teater i Képenhamn, anbefallt verket till uppférande’, men
utan framgang.

[ slutet av oktober 1902 fick operan sa sin svenska premiir med
Stenhammar som dirigent och i svensk 6versittning av Sigrid Elmblad.
Stenhammar var dock inte okdnd pi Kungliga Teatern: i december
1898 hade hans andra opera 77rfing haft premiir och han hade 1900
utndmnts till andre hovkapellmistare. De ledande rollerna kreerades av
Matilda Jungstedt (Margit), Sven Nyblom (Gudmund), Paula Lindberg
(Signe) och Carl August Soderman (Bengt). Regissor var Johannes Elm-
blad, som med Gildet avslutade sin verksamhet vid Kungliga Teatern.
Efter att haft en internationell singarkarriir anstélldes han som regissor
18970ch han hade nu engagerats vid Metropolitan Opera i New York.

Peterson-Berger (P.-B.) recenserade i Dagens Nybeter, och han mis-
sade inte tillfillet att klandra och samtidigt positionera sig gentemot
sin yngre kollega. Efter att till en bérjan ha beromt alla medverkande
inklusive dirigenten Stenhammar, startar han s en diskussion kring
begreppen musikdrama och opera. P.-B. mistrar och foreldser. Han
konstaterar att Gildet uppfyller vare sig musikdramats forutsittningar
(Ias: Wagner) eller operans, som han ser som forstroelse: ”Skona sing-
erskor och sdngare skola sjunga skona melodier for eder, iklidda skona
drikter och omgivna av skona dekorationer! Men ingenting skall ricka
linge, allt skall ga undan! Efter bonen en balett, efter nunnedoket
trikder, efter krogen ett gravvalv, efter mordet en herdestund. Och allt
detta dr fing, forstklassigt, med "forndm’ musik och spirituella melodier
...”. P.-B. konstaterar att Gildet inte bar musikdramats signum och inte
heller operans: "Det hela dr en blandform, en bastard.” Han harang-
erar instrumentationen och musikens villjud som ledigt flyter fram.
Det finns strilande hdjdpunkter i andra akten och dven om "de manga
folkvisorna innehaller en nordisk melodik av stor lyrisk figring” gor
genom detta kompositionssitt “musiken, som helhet intryck av av nagot
jamntjockt, gestaltlgst”. P.-B. hinger ocksd upp sig pé att Stenham-
mar anvint en taldialog, som inte har med sing att gora. Hade prosan
anvints som melodram hade intrycket blivit s& mycket starkare. Han

! Det 4r samme Sperati som dirigerade den italienska operatrupp fran Képenhamn
som spelade pd Mindre teatern i Stockholm sisongen 1848-49. P4 varen 1849 iter-
vinde Sperati till Képenhamn och ersattes i Stockholm av Jacopo Foroni som d4 bl.a.
skrev operan Cristina Regina di Svezia och sedan inledde sin karridir som hovkapell-
mistare vid Kungliga Teatern. Sperati anstilldes 1850 som kapellmistare vid Christia-
nia Theater dir han forblev till sin dod 1884.

% Lange-Miillers musik skulle dock komma att st i samverkan med andra komposi-
torers scenmusik till Gildet. Ibsen ville ha Lange-Miillers musik till ett framférande pd
Burgtheater i Wien. Dir hade man dock redan lagt ut en bestillning till Hugo Wolf
som redan komponerat musiken. For att hilla sig vil med bade Ibsen och Wolf (ingen
av dem var ldtt tas med) spelade man vartannat nummer Wolf, vartannat Lange-Miil-
ler. Bittre blev det inte 1897 pa Hoftheater i Miinchen, dir den unge Hans Pfitzner
skrivit en del av musiken. Denne bad Lange-Miiller dra tillbaka sin musik vilket ocksd
skedde dock utan att Lange-Miiller fick nigot tack frin Pfitzner. (Jfr Wallner.)

3 ”Denne Musik er ikke hojtflyvende genial men den berer til gjengjeld Preget af en

gjennomdannet Musikers solide Evner. Da tillige alt det Tekniske, — Solostemmer,
Korets og Orkestrets Behandling — er i den bedste Orden, tillader jeg mig at anbefale
Verket.” Kjobenhavn 28/5=1900. J.Svendsen.



finner det ocksd markligt att Stenhammar inte efter de vunna erfaren-
heterna av 7irfing (som P.-B. gjorde ner vid premiiren!) reviderat sitt
forstlingsverk och dimpat de virsta Wagner- och Grieginfluenserna.
Ocksa slutomddmet ir virt att citera:

”...hr Stenhammars *Gillet pa Solhaug’ ir ett troligen av textnod
framkallat intressant forsok, vars resultat kanske betyder mindre for
konsten 4n f6r virt vetande om konsten, ett f6rsok som visserligen alstrat
en rikedom av skéna enskildheter, men som i ungdomlig oskuld sam-
manblandar icke blott Wagner, Heise, Gade, Grieg och svensk-norska
folkvisor, utan, vad som ir mer stérande, dven opera och musikdrama.
Dess slutliga genomforande bor ha skinke sin upphovsman si mycken
erfarenhet, att man med alla skil kan vinta sig att hans nista arbete for

scenen skall réja ett djupare forstiende av denna skillnad.”

Det blev inget "nista arbete for scenen”. Istillet blev det scenmusik till
Strindbergs Folkungasagan 1920 och Shakespeares Kung Lear 1921 till
forestdllningar vid Lorensbergsteatern i Goteborg. Bevarat finns ocksa
ett omfattande skissmaterial fran 1920-talet till singkomedin 7jugon-
dag Knut efter Shakespeares Trettondagsafton.

Nir det gillde operakomponerande hade den kinslige Stenhammar
tagit hart vid sig av kritiken, och senare inviter om operabestillning av
John Forsell avvisades. I ett brev avsint frin Marstrand i juli 1925 tack-
ar Stenhammar for forslaget: ”du ma tro jag ville gdrna ga med pé det.
Men jag vagar inte.” Han gor det till en praktisk ekonomisk friga: Jag
far tinka pa att skaffa mig litet inkomster ... Det blir vil klaveret jag
far forsoka sla mig pa, innan gubben blir for gammal”. Han ir nu 54
ar! Stenhammar avslutar brevet: ”Jag inser ej annat 4n att jag ir tvung-
en att avbdja ditt och styrelsens vinliga forslag. Det kinns bittert.---".
S& djupt satt de negativa omdomena av de tidigare verken och svensk
operakonst gick miste om ytterligare ett musikdrama av en mistare.

Man kan i méngt och mycket se Stenhammars Gilder pd Solhaug som
ett av manga nordiska forsok att koppla ihop det Wagnerska musikdra-
mat med den nationalromantiska traditionen. Hallén gjorde sina f6rsok
med Harald Viking och Waldemarsskatten, Peterson-Berger med Arnljor
och Ran. Soderman hade i Leipzig tagit intryck av den unge Wagner
(Tannhdiuser och Lohengrin), nigot man kan skdnja i soloballaderna med
orkester. Ivar Hallstrom stillde diremot den svenska folkvisan i Den
bergtagna mot fransk grand opéra.

Stenhammar gor ingetdera, liknar han nagon ir det S6derman. Aven
om Stenhammar senare blev en utpriglad tankemusiker, ar han i Gildet
en passionerad, intensiv, intuitiv musiker, som fingas av personrelatio-
nerna, det pulserande dramat och stimningarna. Med en f6rbluffande
hantverksskicklighet har han fangat Ibsens folkloristiska drama och
blottlagt dess vdv av myt och verklighet.

© Anders Wiklund, Levande musikarv

Handlingen
(efter Svensk Musiktidning, 1902)

Forsta akten

Scenen forestiller en festsal hos Bengt Gauteson pa Solhaug. Rummet,
en ryggasstuga, har dorrar pa sidoviggarna och en stérre sadan i bak-
grunden; di denna 6ppnas visar sig en av hoga berg omgiven havsfjord.
Till hoger ett fonster med sma blyinfattade rutor och vid detta ett bord.
Vid motsatta viggen star ett annat bord framfér en bink, pé vilken
Bengt och Margit tagit plats. Ndrmast henne vid sidan av bordet sitter
Knut Gissling och vid andra lingsidan Erik till Higge. Knuts mén hél-
ler sig i bakgrunden.

Stora bagare med 6l gr runt bordet. Erik reser sig och begir som
Knuts béneman svar pa sin friga om denne kan fd Margits syster Signe
till hustru. Margit star upp och svarar att Signe sjilv far avgora det,
varfor Knut far upp i vredesmod. Margit forklarar att hon hort Knut
omtalas som en vild sille, slagskimpe och drinkare, som inte passar till

dkta man, men Knut lovar bittring och har gjort ett 16fte att £ Signe
till hustru; han bryter inte ett lofte han givit. Knut blir dd kvarbjuden
till det gille, som skall hallas pd Solhaug av Bengt vilken denna dag
for tre ar sedan hade bréllop med Margit, och avligsnar sig med sina
foljeslagare.

Gudmund Alfson kommer in. Fler ar har gatt sedan han och Mar-
git rakats. De hade f6rr haft tycke f6r varandra, men Gudmund hade
dragit bort och tagit tjinst hos kungen och Margit blev gift med den
rike Bengt Gauteson. Vid dterseendet vaknar hos Margit kirleken
till Gudmund, helst som Bengt inte kunnat vinna hennes hjirta och
Gudmund nu som fredlés man soker skydd pa Solhaug. Han berittar
for henne om sitt 6de. Han hade foljt kanslern Audun Hugleiksson da
denne fran Frankrike skulle fora hem kungens utvalda brud. Under
vigen hade han blivit vittne till hur Audun och prinsessan i l6nn talat
kirleksfullt med varandra. Han hade sett hennes 6gon gloda och hért
syndiga ord fran hennes lippar, varefter hon férsvunnit med kanslern
och Gudmund hade funnit sig vara ensam pa dick. Dir de hade sucttit
fann han en liten flaska med en underbar saft, av vilken en enda droppe
skulle kunna déda — den var imnad 4t kungen. Tre dagar dérefter hade
de anlint till Norge, men Gudmund hade genast gjort sig beredd for att
fly, d han visste att den illistige Audun skulle ange honom fér kungen.
P3 sa sitt hade Gudmund blivit forklarad fredlds. Pa Solhaug kinner
han sig dock ater lycklig. Han frigar efter Signe som var en liten flicka
ndr han gav sig av. Han far nu dterse henne och finner henne skénare
an forr. Hon pdminner Gudmund att hans harpa fortfarande ir i forvar
pa Solhaug och hon skyndar efter den. Gudmund sjunger sedan ett
kvide pa hennes begiran. Akten slutar med att Bengt dter kommer in
med de inbjudna gisterna.

Andra akten
Till vinster ses den upplysta gillestugan, dir det dansas och sjungs, i
fonden syns fjorden och lingst till hoger en dlv som genom ett vatten-
fall tommer sig i havet. Det 4r en ljus sommarnatt.

Knut och Erik kommer ut ur huset. Erik framhéller vidan f6r Knut
att trotsa kungens befallning att finga Gudmund, men Knut siger
sig nog veta vad han gor; ddrigenom skulle han nimligen stilla sig
allefor illa med Bengt och hans fru samt Signe. De avlagsnar sig och
Gudmund och Signe trider in. De finner att de dlskar varandra och
Gudmund skall uppsoka Margit for att siga det. Sedan de gatt kom-
mer Margit in. Hon har fitc idén att ta livet av sin make med flaskan
som Gudmund har hittat. Hon hoppas bara att Gudmund ocks édlskar
henne. D4 Gudmund nu kommer in och lockas att ta fram flaskan som
han vill krossa mot berget, lyckas Margit 6vertyga honom om att offra
den at nicken. Hon latsas kasta den i dlven men gommer den i det hon
sager till sig sjalv: "Nu hjilpe Gud, nu ma det brista eller bira!” Hon
antyder sedan sina kinslor f6r Gudmund genom att sjunga for honom.

Knut och Erik jimte gister anlinder. Gudmund frigar Knut om han
kommer for att gripa honom, men denne ber honom vara lugn vad det
betriffar. Knut och Gudmund anfértror varandra att de bida tinker
gifta sig och att féremalet for deras kirlek finns hir pa Solhaug. Mar-
git och Signe har lyssnat pa avstand till samtalet. Signe har anfértrott
Margit att en stor lycka vintar henne. Samtalet mellan Gudmund och
Knut avslojar att det 4r Signe de bada efterstrivar att fa. Detta gor dem
till fiender och Margit, som hért dem, blir férevivlad, da hon forstar att
det 4r Signe som Gudmund ilskar. Knut avldgsnar sig under hotelser.
Gillet fortsdtter emellertid och gisterna upptrider i det fria. Gudmund
och Margit uppmanas att sjunga och de sjunger singer som anspelar
pa deras forhallande till varandra. Margit dvervildigas till slut av sina
upprorda kinslor och hon faller avsvimmad ner.

Tredje akten

Samma rum som i den forsta akten.

Bengt, som berusat sig under gillet, foljer de avtroppande gisterna ut
och de avligsnar sig under saing. Margit kommer in, dyster i sinnet vid
tanken pd att Gudmund ”i morgon drager ut i virlden” och hon fir
sitta ensam kvar med sin avskydde make. Hon tar fram flaskan som
hon f6rst tinker kasta, men sedan gommer pd nytt. D4 kommer Bengt



in, han vill ha mer 6l och forséker dra ner henne i sitt kni. Hon sliter
sig 16s och gér till bordet mitt emot och himtar en bigare med ol i
vilket hon hiller giftet; sedan gér hon.

Bengt skall just tdmma bégaren di en tjdnare rusar in och berittar att
Knut Gissling och hans min drar upp mot girden. Han griper en yxa
och springer ut. Signe och Gudmund kommer in och avtalar att fly. De
vill tdmma en bigare till avsked till hemmet. Gudmund kinner igen
bigaren som den som Margit en ging druckit honom till nir han sist
limnade Solhaug. Han slar dirfor ut drycken genom fonstret. Margit
kommer in, ser bagaren i Gudmunds hand och i tron att han druckit
giftet ropar hon pd hjilp. Gudmund, som inser sammanhanget, lugnar
henne med att ingen har druckit ur bigaren. Huskarlar stortar in och
berittar att Knut slagit ihjil Bengt, men infingats med sina min. De
fors in av folket och Knut f6rsikrar att han endast forsvarat sig mot den
rasande Bengt samt erbjuder Margit mansbot. Hon forklarar dock att
hon endast fordrar att han avstar sina ansprak pa Signe, vilket han gér
med pa.

Gudmund och Signe skall just g& dd man hor frimmande anlinda.
Kungens sindebud trider in och Gudmund tror sig forlorad, men di in-
bjuder sindebudet honom istillet till kungen, som benadat och rikligen
belénar honom. Kanslern har, sedan kungen upptickt hans rinker, straf-
fats med déden. Margit trider nu emellan Gudmund och Signe, f6ren-
ande dem, varefter de reser frin Solhaug och limnar Margit ensam kvar.
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Kritisk kommentar

Killmaterial
Manuskript

A. Musik- och Teaterbiblioteket, Stockholm, Kungliga Teaterns arkiv,
Operor G6. Komplett autograft orkesterpartitur. Manuskriptet forelig-
ger i tre volymer: ake 1 (s 1-200), ake 2 (s 201-436), akt 3 (437-602).
Manuskriptet anvinder fortryckt notpapper av mirket B[reitkopf] &
Hlirtel] Nr 14 C [24 system/sida] och Nr 20 C [28 system/sida]. Var-
dera volymen har texten "Das Fest auf Solhaug” i guldtryck pa parmens
framsidan. Endast akt 1 och 3 ir daterade: akt 1 ”Sthlm 18 sept 1895
och akt 3 ”Stockholm oktober 1896”. Parituret har endast tysk text.

Tryckta kdillor

KU publicerat av Det Nordiske Forlag Musikforlaget Henning Hen-
nings och Julius Hanauer, Breslau, 1896.

Titel:

DAS FEST AUF SOLHAUG//Gildet pa Solhaug)/Musikdrama in drei
Aufzigen/Dichtung von Henrik Ibsen/Musik/von/Wilh. Stenhammar/
Op.6/Klavierauszug mit Text/Deutsche Uebersetzung von Frau M. von
Borch/Eigentum der Verleger fiir alle Linder/Kjebenhavn/Det Nord-
iske Forlag/Musikforlaget: Henrik Hennings/Breslau/Julius Hainauer/
Eigentum on das Vereinsarchiv/Copyright by Julius Hainauer, Breslau
1896/C S Roder’s Lith. Etabl. Leipzig.

Klaverutdraget har norsk och tysk text.

Pjistext

Négot originallibretto pa norska finns inte da operan aldrig framfordes
pa originalspraket trots att Stenhammar tonsatte det pa norska. Ett
libretto till det forsta svenska framférandet 1902 (av Sigrid Elmblad)
publicerades. Stenhammars forlaga dr Ibsens andra version av dramat
fran 1883. Ibsens text kan sigas vara tonsatt i komplett skick med nigra
fa mindre justeringar i form av strykningar av repliker och smirre om-
formuleringar.

Kobenhavn 1883. Musik- och Teaterbiblioteket, Stockholm.
Pjastexten har f6ljande struktur:

Sid.1:

GILDET PA SOLHAUG. / SKUESPILI TRE AKTER /af/HENRIK
IBSEN/ANDEN UDGAVE/MED EN FORTALE AF FORFATTA-
REN./KOBENHAVN/GYLDENDALSKE BOGHANDELS FOR-
LAG (F. Hegel & Son)./GRZABES BOGTRYCKERI./1883

Sid II-XIV
FORTALE/till den anden udgave.

Sid.XV: GILDET PA SOLHAUG

Sid XVI: PERSONERNE/Bengt Gautesen, herre til Solhaug./Margit,
hans hustru./Signe, hendes soster./Gudmund Alfsen, deres freende./
Knut Gesling, kongens foged./Erik fra Hegge, hans ven./ En huskarl./
En anden huskarl./Kongens sendebud./ En gammel mand./En pige./
Geester, herrer og fruer./Mand i Knut Gaslings felge./Karle og piger pa
Solhaug./(Handlingen foregar pa Solhaug i det fjortende drhundrede.)

Sid.1-93:
Pjastexten till Gildet pa Solhaug

Kommentarer

Négon kritisk berittelse har inte upprittas da utgévan av Gildet pd Sol-
haug bestilldes for en CD inspelning av operan. Dock dr manuskriptet
dren synnerligen noggrant utford renskrift med ytterst fa felaktigheter.
De visentligaste 4dr noterade som fotnoter direkt i det ederade partitu-
ret.

Ett ingrepp i den musikaliska texten har gjorts av Stenhammar, oklart
nar. Efter t. 1156 i den forsta akten stryks 77 takter varefter musiken
bérjar pa nytt vid t.1234. For att mojliggdra detta musikaliske komplet-
terar Stenhammar med 12 takter skrivet pa ett separat blad och inlagt
efter manuskriptets s.144. D4 singtexterna i de dverledande tolv takter-
na ir skrivna pa tyska, ar det sannolikt att strykningen ir gjord redan
under den forsta produktionen i Stuttgart 1896. Det ederade partituret
innehaller bida versionerna (se sid. 171 ff.)

© Anders Wiklund, Levande Musikarv



Wilhelm Stenhammar

Wilhelm Stenhammar (1871-1927) is among the great names in
Swedish music history — now mostly remembered as a composer, but
equally respected as a pianist and conductor during his short life. Part
of this is due to the fact that Stenhammar was active during the forma-
tion of modern musical life, and the foremost names of this period have
never lost their radiance. For Stenhammar’s part, this is illustrated by
the compositions that have consistently kept their places as repertoire
pieces, on the first hand his first piano concerto (B flat minor), 7v4d
sentimentala romanser (‘Two Sentimental Romances’) for violin and or-
chestra, the piano piece Sensommarndtter (‘Late Summer Nights’), solo
songs such as ‘Flickan kom frin sin ilsklings méte’ (“The Girl Came
from Meeting Her Lover’ and the choral songs ‘Sverige’ (‘Sweden’) and
I seralliets have’ (‘In the Seraglio Garden’).

He acquired a musical education that was both sound and extensive:
piano studies at Richard Andersson’s School of Music, organ for Wil-
helm Heintze and August Lagergren, counterpoint for Joseph Dente,
composition for Emil Sjogren and Andreas Hallén. Like so many other
Swedish music students at the time, and earlier, he also travelled abroad,
to Berlin, to study piano.

Stenhammar started performing as a pianist during his studies, and
also began composing. As a pianist, he began collaborating with the
violinist Tor Aulin and his string quartet, which would come to develop
chamber music in Sweden. Their tours around the country are legendary.

He was a conductor for the Stockholm Philharmonic Society choir
from 1897 to 1900. In 1902, he was among the founders of what is now
known as the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra in Stockholm.
He also conducted at the Royal Opera and was artistic director of what
was then the Gothenburg Orchestra Association from 1907 to 1922.

In tandem with his career as a pianist and conductor, Stenhammar
was a composer. However, the former activities would periodically eclip-
se his other work, but as a fully-fledged musician and conductor, he was
not forced to compose on commission, as many of his colleagues were.
On November 29, 1900 Wilhelm Stenhammar was elected to the Royal
Academy of Music as member No. 501.

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande musikarv
Transl. Martin Thomson

Gildet pa Solhaug

By chance I became engaged to a little pupil in Rlichard] A[ndersson]’s
music school in the autumn of 1891. She was called Signe. The result:
“Gillet pa Solhaug”’ Thus encapsulates Stenhammar the genesis of his
opera Gildet pa Solhaug in an autobiographical sketch from the early
1920s.

He was twenty-one when he started work on the project, but with
what experience of large-scale music drama? His juvenile works com-
prise songs and short choral pieces; the song ‘I skogen’, for instance, he
wrote when he was sixteen. However, it is with the substantial Florez
och Blanzeflor (Oscar Levertin) and Sndfrid (Viktor Rydberg), two
ballad-like works for soloists, choir and orchestra bearing a distinct
Wagnerian imprint, that Stenhammar takes his definitive step into the
intellectual realms of music drama. From having been influenced by
the Scandinavian composers August S6derman, Edvard Grieg, Halfdan
Kjerulf and perhaps Johan Svendsen, he was introduced to Beethoven,
Schumann, Bach and Brahms by his piano teacher Richard Anders-
son. This opened the door to late-romantic music, and there can be no
denying the impression made by Fredrika Stenhammar (his aunt by
marriage) as the first important Wagnerian singer in Sweden, with roles
such as Elisabeth in Tannhiuser and Elsa in Lohengrin. Stenhammar
acquired the piano vocal scores of these operas, which he then studied
and played. We know that people would gather in Levertin’s salon to

hear Stenhammar perform instrumental and vocal extracts from Parsi-
fal and other Wagner works, including probably 7ristan and Isolde.

Wagner was also the subject of fierce debate in Sweden, conducted
with as much heat as light by music aficionados, including Wagner pio-
neers like Andreas Hallén and S6derman, who had heard 7annhiuser
and been inspired by Wagner’s treatment of harmony and form during
his years in Leipzig. In 1881 and on the recommendation of Liszt, Hal-
lén (who, incidentally, was Stenhammar’s teacher) had his music drama
Harald Viking staged in Leipzig. The work garnered much interest as
one of the best examples of an independent work of art in the Wagne-
rian style. The opera was performed in Stockholm in 1884, the first ever
in which the ideas of music drama, Gesamkunstwerk and leitmotif-use
inform both libretto and score. Yet Hallén had not been completely
faithful to Wagner. In his critical analysis of Harald Viking, Martin
Tegen called it ‘an interesting and successful attempt to graft a national
folk-tone onto the Wagnerian-Lisztian style’.

The previous year, Adolf Lindgren, the leading musicologist and critic
of the late-1800s, published his tract Om Wagnerismen, having already
written a paper on the subject back in 1874. Under the heavy influence
of Eduard Hanslick, he made the case that ‘[such] music banishes itself
from the family of the arts’ through its use of leitmotif. While Lindgren
could hardly be counted amongst the ranks of anti-Wagnerians and de-
spite his being far too captivated by the music, his criticisms offset the
Wagner cult that was developing, nourished not least by the writings
and articles of Wilhelm Peterson-Berger.

Stenhammar’s first recourse, then, was to the sources, to Wagner’s
music, the font of inspiration. He studied the piano reductions and sco-
res, which gave him intimate familiarity with what for him were exem-
plary works. Where Peterson-Berger studied the writings, Stenhammar
knew the music, and through it could plug straight into the heart of
music drama without needing any deeper textual understanding,.

On completing Sndfrid in 1891, Stenhammar turned his pen to Gil-
det in the spring of 1892, finishing the work in the summer of 1893.
Danish music publisher Henrik Hennings and his Det Nordiske Forlag
enthusiastically snapped it up and tried to woo opera houses in Copen-
hagen, Berlin and Stockholm, all of which cold-shouldered his advan-
ces. Gildet was the predominant subject in all correspondence between
Hennings and Stenhammar in the early years of the 1890s. A passage
from a letter dated June 1895 is essential to the work’s genesis (quoted
from Bo Wallner’s biography of Stenhammar):

Three months from today, Signe and I shall be wed, — assuming everything
goes as we hope! And as a bridal gift I wish to present her with ‘Gildet’. It is
the best I have to give her. So, Henrik, let us print on the first page:

“To Signe’

But when Hennings published the piano reduction in 1896, there was
no such dedication. In the intervening months, his own personal drama
had unfolded from the setting of the wedding date to the autumn of
1895, to a broken engagement at some point in the first half of 1896
and, according to his biographical sketch, to a new woman in his life:
‘Gothenburg, February 1896. Helga Marcia...” — the future Helga Sten-
hammar.

In the ensuing years, Stenhammar began to distance himself from
his opera, mentioning in a letter to Hennings from September 1898
that it is ‘only for my more intimate circle of friends’. The link between
life and work rendered it too delicate a matter to touch upon.

It is certainly, however, an enraptured Stenhammar who composes Gil-
det pd Solhaug: seldom is his orchestra so sonorous, dazzling and ecsta-
tic! Some cherries have been picked from his reading of Richard Strauss’
scores, but in Stenhammar they are a little less succulent, subdued even,
albeit with a liberating passion in the vocal passages between the opera’s
Signe and her Gudmund. And what a master the young Stenhammar
proves himself to be at capturing the dark voices and evil undertones in
original constellations of sound in his orchestra! Here is a born music



dramatist, who would one day be stifled by an inferior and dramatically
immature libretto (7irfing) and then silenced once and for all by the
devastating pen of a pundit (Peterson-Berger).

Stenhammar composed Gildet in Norwegian, a choice that was
completely natural in the prevailing union between Sweden and Nor-
way. In his library, Stenhammar is said to have kept the two editions of
Ibsen’s drama that had been published: the original from 1856 and the
1883 revision. Ibsen’s attitude to his juvenile drama (it had been his first
success as a playwright) was a complicated one. Its success notwithstan-
ding, Ibsen was accused of having plagiarised a play by Henrik Hertz
called Svend Dyrings Huus. Most of the pointed fingers belonged to
critics, but when his respected compatriot Georg Brandes argued like-
wise, Ibsen’s hand was forced. The drama had to be revised. From 1866,
Ibsen had rewritten most of his youthful plays and poems but had
always left Gilder untouched, probably owing to the initial allegation of
plagiarism. However, in 1879, Finnish literary historian Valfrid Vase-
nius praised Gildet to the skies in his study of Ibsen’s dramatic writing,
and attacked the play’s detractors with declarations of its uniqueness.
This and Ibsen’s wish to distance himself from Brandes could have been
what finally impelled him to make the revision — although it is likely
that money might have played a part too: Ibsen was supporting his
son, whose plans to travel to Paris found the playwright with too few
outstanding works from his publisher, a situation that could be resolved
with a revision of Gildet.

The revision of Gildet proceeded swiftly: during a visit to Rome in
the spring of 1883, he finished it in four weeks. A long foreword was
appended to the new version, in which Ibsen tries to exonerate himself
of the accusations of plagiarism and delivers sarcastic barbs to critics
in general and to Gildet’s slanderers in particular. The revised version
was published by Gyldendal’s in May 1883, but it would be another
three years before the work was performed, an honour that fell to
Copenhagen’s Dagmar Theatre.

If one compares the Norwegian text of the piano vocal score with the
two editions of Gildet, it becomes obvious that Stenhammar drew from
the later revised version from 1883 (although Wallner maintains that it
was the first edition that he used). One also finds that the orthography
of the 1856 version is chiefly Danish (e.g. double consonants, capitali-
sed nouns), while that from 1883 lacks these characteristics and has a
more modern Norwegian style. Ibsen has also replaced certain words
and phrases, changing ‘Heitidsfest’ to ‘bryllupsfest’, for example, and
‘Retsaa, det maa jeg lide’ to ‘Slig tale tykkes jeg vel om’. Stenhammar’s
piano vocal score uses exclusively the 1883 version of the text.

Ibsen’s Gildet pi Solhaug is a drama full of folk tales as well as folk
songs and ballads, so many, in fact, that they preclude a non-musical
performance of the play. Three composers had written music for the
1856 version: Ferdinand Giovanni Schediwy (for the premiere in Ber-
gen) and Paolo Sperati' (Christiania, now Oslo, that same year) and the
Danish-German Joseph Glaser (Copenhagen 1861). Ibsen, however,
had little time for the music they had written, and managed to persuade
his favourite, Dane Peter Lange-Miiller, to compose the music for a
performance of the drama in 18882

The dramatic heart of Gildet is the relationship between the folk
songs and the folk tales that are either told or alluded to. In his 1908
study of Gildet and Ibsen’s national romantic writings, Fredrik Paasche
finds that several motifs and details from the songs and tales intersect.
Bjorstjerne Bjornson writes in a review of Gildet that nowhere ‘was folk
song so perfectly commuted into drama that the deed could not be
repeated’. However, all this analysis of inspirational sources and other
derivations was probably of little interest to Stenhammar, who worked
intuitively, captivated by the plot and the folk song mood.

Stenhammar chose to set Ibsen’s text direct to music without first
making a versified opera libretto. The opera is thus classified as a Lit-
teraturoper, joining Claude Debussy’s Pélleas et Mélisande (1901), Alban
Berg’s Wozzeck (1926) and other such early 20th century operas. When
Stenhammar’s piano vocal score was published in 1896 by Det Nord-
iske Forlag and Julius Hainauer in Breslau, it included, along with the

original Norwegian text, a German translation by Marie von Borch.
The autograph of the piano vocal score is unavailable (probably the
property of the publishing house), while that of the orchestral score
uses only German for both the vocal parts and the stage directions. The
first act is dated ‘Stockholm 18 Sept. 1895, the second lacks dating,
while the third is signed ‘Stockholm, October 1896’. In other words,
the piano vocal score was published effectively at the same time as the
orchestration was finished.

Stenhammar might already have had his sights on the German stage
given Henning’s failed attempts to have the opera staged in the Nordic
countries. If the Nordic opera houses disdained to show an interest, the
Berlin Hofoper was more accommodating. The work was accepted for
performance in 1895, but was shelved; so instead, the opera was trans-
ferred to the Stuttgart Hoftheater, where it was premiered in mid-April
1899 under the title ‘Das Fest auf Solhaug’ to reportedly a full house
and a warm reception. However, despite the critical acclaim, the work
was performed nowhere else in Germany, perhaps owing to a certain
Teutonic antipathy towards Ibsen’s writing. In 1900, Johan Svendsen,
the then chief conductor of Det Kongelige Teater in Copenhagen (The
Royal Danish Theatre), recommended the work for performance’, but
to no avail.

At the end of October 1902, the opera was given its Swedish pre-
miere with Stenhammar at the podium and a Swedish translation by
Sigrid Elmblad. Stenhammar was not unknown at the Royal Opera:
his second opera 7irfing had premiered there in December 1898, and
in 1900 he had been appointed second chief conductor of the Royal
Court Orchestra. The leading roles were interpreted by Matilda Jung-
stedt (Margit), Sven Nyblom (Gudmund), Paula Lindberg (Signe) and
Carl August Séderman (Bengt). The director was Johannes Elmblad.
After Gildet, Elmblad left the Royal Opera, where he had been taken
on as director in 1897 following an international singing career, for the
Metropolitan Opera in New York.

Peterson-Berger (P.-B.) was the reviewer for Dagens Nyheter, and did
not miss the opportunity to lay into and position himself against his
younger colleague. After initially praising the production team, inclu-
ding the conductor Stenhammar himself, he embarks on a discussion
of the concepts of music drama and opera. P.-B. lambasts and lectures.
He pronounces that Gilder fulfils the conditions neither of music drama
(read Wagner) nor opera, which he dismisses as mere diversion: ‘Pretty
singers shall sing pretty tunes for you, dressed in pretty costumes and
surrounded by pretty decorations! But nothing is to last for long, for
it is all chop and change! After the prayer a ballet, after the nun’s veil
stockings, after the inn a crypt, after the murder a pastoral scene. And
all this is fine, first-rate, with “noble” music and whimsical tunes..." To
P.-B., Gildet bears no characteristics of music drama, or of opera: “The
whole thing is a chimera, a bastard.” While he applauds the orchestra-
tion and the music’s harmonies, which flow forth freely, and acknow-

"This is the same Sperati who conducted the Italian opera troupe from Copenhagen
that played at the Mindre teatern in Stockholm during the 1848—49 season. In the
spring of 1849, Sperati returned to Copenhagen and was replaced in Stockholm by
Jacopo Foroni, who composed the opera Cristina Regina di Svezia (amongst other
works) and then embarked on his career as Chief Conductor of the Royal Court
Orchestra. Sperati was employed in 1850 as the chief conductor of the Christiania
Theatre, where he remained until his death in 1884.

? As it was, Lange-Miiller’s music for Gilder ended up having to engage with stage
music written by other composers. Ibsen also wanted his music for a performance

at the Burgtheater in Vienna, which had, however, already received the music it had
commissioned from Hugo Wolf. To appease both Ibsen and Wolf (neither of whom
were easy to deal with) the theatre performed music by both Wolf and Lange-Miiller,
alternating between the two. Things were no better in 1897 at Munich’s Hoftheater,
where the young Hans Pfitzner had composed some of the music. Pfitzner demanded
Lange-Miiller withdraw his music, which he did with no word of thanks from Pfitz-
ner. (cf. Wallner.)

% ‘Denne Musik er ikke hojtflyvende genial men den bearer til gjengjeld Preget af en
gjennomdannet Musikers solide Evner. Da tillige alt det Tekniske, — Solostemmer,
Korets og Orkestrets Behandling — er i den bedste Orden, tillader jeg mig at anbefale

Verket.” Kjobenhavn 28/5=1900. J.Svendsen.



ledges the brilliant highlights in the second act, and although ‘the
many folk songs contain a Nordic melodic style of great lyrical beauty’,
the music, by virtue of this very compositional technique, ‘creates an
overall impression of something homogenous and without shape’. P.-B.
also gets hung up on Stenhammar’s use of spoken dialogue, which has
no place with song and which would have made a stronger impression
had the prose been used as a melodrama. He also finds it odd that after
the lessons learned from 7irfing (which P.-B. knocked at the premiere!)
Stenhammar had not revised his maiden work and toned down the
worst of the Wagnerian and Griegian influences. His final verdict is
also worth quoting:

“...Mr Stenhammar’s “Gillet p4 Solhaug” is an interesting effort, presumably
the product of textual necessity, the result of which perhaps means less to
art than to our knowledge of art, an effort that admittedly has generated a
wealth of lovely details but which in youthful innocence is a concoction not
merely of Wagner, Heise, Gade, Grieg and Swedish-Norwegian folk songs
but also, and this is even more disturbing, of opera and music drama. Its
definitive performance should have bestowed upon its creator so much expe-
rience that one might be justified in expecting his next work for the stage to

exhibit a deeper understanding of this difference.’

But there would be no ‘next work for the stage’. Instead, it was inciden-
tal music for Strindberg’s Folkungasagan in 1920 and Shakespeare’s King
Lear in 1921 for Gothenburg’s Lorensberg Theatre. There are also some
extant sketches from the 1920s for the comic musical Tjugondag Knut
after Shakespeare’s Twelfth Nigh.

When it came to composing operas, the thin-skinned Stenhammar
had taken the criticism to heart, and turned down the subsequent solici-
tations of John Forsell to write another. In a letter sent from Marstrand
in July 1925, Stenhammar thanks him for the proposition: ‘Believe you
me, [ would dearly like to comply. But I dare not.” He turns it into a
matter of practical economics: ‘I must concentrate on earning a little
income... I daresay I shall have to turn to the piano before this aged
codger grows too old’. He was 54 at the time! Stenhammar closes the
letter: ‘T comprehend that I have no other choice than to decline the
kind proposal you and the board have made. It pains me.” So deep were
lodged the darts fired by the critics of his earlier works, that Swedish
opera was deprived of any further music drama by a master of the art.

In many respects, Stenhammar’s Gildet pi Solhaug can be seen as one
of many Nordic attempts to marry the Wagnerian music drama to the
national romantic tradition. Hallén tried with his Harald Viking and
Waldemarsskatten, Peterson-Berger with his Arnljot and Ran. In Leipzig,
Séderman had been impressed by the young Wagner (7annhiuser and
Lohengrin), an influence that can be discerned in his solo ballads with
orchestra. Ivar Hallstrom, for his part, opted with his Den bergtagna to
juxtapose Swedish folk song with French grand opéra.

Stenhammar does neither; if he resembles anyone, it is S6derman.
Even though Stenhammar went on to become a decidedly cerebral
musician, in Gildet he is a passionate, intense, intuitive composer, cap-
tivated by the interpersonal relations, the hot-blooded drama and the
intense moods, who has pinned down Ibsen’s folkloric drama and expo-
sed its inner web of myth and reality with astounding craftsmanship.

© Anders Wiklund, Levande musikarv
Trans. Neil Betteridge

Synopsis
(from Svensk Musiktidning, 1902)

Act one

The curtain rises on a hall belonging to Bengt Gauteson at Solhaug. The
room is timbered and open to the roof, with doors along its sides and

a large portal in the background which reveals, when opened, a vista

of a mountainous fjord. On the right is a leaded window above a table.
Against the opposite wall is another table, at which Bengt and his wife

Margit are sitting on a bench in the company of Knut Gissling on one
side and Erik of Higge on the other. Knut’s men are lingering in the
background.

Large cups of beer are passed round the table. Erik, as Knut’s spokes-
person, stands up and demands a response to their appeal to allow Knut
to take Margit’s sister Signe as his wife. Margit stands up and tells him
that that is for Signe herself to decide, upon which Knut flies into a
rage. Margit explains that she has heard Knut talked about as an unta-
med brute, a brawler and a drinker, qualities that do not suit married
men. Knut promises he will mend his ways and has vowed to wed Signe
— and he is a man who keeps his word. Knut is invited by Bengt to the
feast to be held at Solhaug in celebration of his and Margit’s third wed-
ding anniversary, and he departs with his men.

Gudmund Alfson enters. It has been several years since he and Mar-
git last met. They were once in love, but Gudmund was sent abroad on
the service of the King, and Margit was married to the wealthy Bengt
Gauteson. On seeing him again, Margit’s love for him is rekindled,
especially as Bengt has never been able to win her heart. Gudmund is
now an outlaw seeking shelter at Solhaug, and he tells her of his fate: he
accompanied Chancellor Audun Hugleiksson as he escorted the King’s
chosen bride home from France, but on the return journey had wit-
nessed Audun and the princess hold amorous trysts, had seen her eyes
burn passionately and heard sinful words from her lips. She and the
Chancellor then stole away, leaving Gudmund alone. Where they had
been sitting, he found a small vial containing a mysterious tincture, of
which a single drop would prove fatal to whomever drank it. It was me-
ant for the King. Three days later, they arrived in Norway, whereupon
Gudmund immediately made ready to flee as he knew the wily Audun
would denounce him to the King. Thus was Gudmund declared an
outlaw. At Solhaug, however, he feels happy again, and asks after Signe,
who was a little girl when he first departed. When he sees her again
he finds her more beautiful than ever. She reminds Gudmund that his
harp is still kept at Solhaug and she rushes away to fetch it. When she
returns, Gudmund sings a lay at her request, and the act ends as Bengt
returns with his guests.

Act two.

To the left we see the illuminated hall where people are dancing and
singing. In the background is the fjord and far to the right is a river,
which cascades down a waterfall before entering the sea. It is a light
summer night.

Knut and Erik exit the house. Erik tells Knut of the dangers of defy-
ing the King’s order to arrest Gudmund, but Knut reassures him that he
knows what he is doing, for it would cause too much ill-will with Bengt
and Margit, and with Signe. They depart and Gudmund and Signe
enter. They discover that they love each other, and Gudmund resolves
to call on Margit to tell her. They leave, and Margit appears. She has de-
cided to take her husband’s life with the poison that Gudmund found;
all she hopes is that her love for Gudmund is reciprocated. Gudmund
returns, and she urges him to the produce the bottle, which he intends
to smash against the rocks; but Margit persuades him that it should be
offered to the water sprite, Nicken. She pretends to throw the vial into
the river, but hides it while saying to herself: ‘God help me, it is now or
never!” She then intimates her feelings for Gudmund by singing to him.

Knut and Erik arrive with the guests. Gudmund asks Knut if he has
come to arrest him, but Knut reassures him that he has not. Knut and
Gudmund confide in each other that they both intend to wed, and that
the object of their love is here at Solhaug. Signe has also confided in
Margit that a great joy awaits her, but as they eavesdrop on Gudmund
and Knut, they learn that it is Signe whom they both desire. This causes
enmity between the two men, while Margit is heartbroken to hear that
it is Signe whom Gudmund loves. Knut departs under threat. Mean-
while, the festivities continue as the guests spill out into the open. Gud-
mund and Margit are urged to perform, and they sing songs alluding
to their relationship. Overwhelmed by emotion, Margit collapses in a
swoon.



Act three.

The scene returns to that of the first act.

Bengt, now drunk, accompanies the guests as they troop out, singing.
Margit enters, gloomily brooding over the thought that Gudmund
‘tomorrow heads off into the world’, leaving her alone with her despised
husband. She produces the vial, which she makes as if to throw away,
but then hides again. Bengt enters wanting more beer and tries to pull
her onto his lap. She tears herself free and walks over to the table oppo-
site to fetch a goblet of beer, into which she pours the poison. She then
leaves.

Bengt is just about to down the goblet when a servant bursts in
with the news that Knut Gissling and his men are approaching. Bengt
reaches for his axe and hurries out. Signe and Gudmund enter and
make a pact to flee. They decide to drink their farewell to their home,
but recognising the goblet as the one that Margit drank to him from
when he last left Solhaug, he empties it out of the window. Margit re-
enters, sees the goblet in Gudmund’s hand and believing him to have
drunk the poison calls for help. Gudmund, who realises the cause of her
distress, reassures her it has touched no one’s lips. Housecarls rush in
to announce that Knut has killed Bengt, and that he and his men have
been captured. Knut is jostled with his men into the hall by the crowd,
swearing that he acted out of self-defence against the raging Bengt. He
offers Margit weregild by way of restitution, but all she wants is for him
to renounce his claim on Signe. To this he consents.

Gudmund and Signe are about to leave when a stranger is heard ar-
riving. It is the King’s envoy and on seeing him Gudmund thinks that
all is lost. Instead, however, the envoy invites him to an audience with
the King, who has pardoned him and wishes to reward him with riches.
The Chancellor, his machinations exposed, has been sentenced to death.
Margit now steps in between Gudmund and Signe, uniting them, and
they depart Solhaug, leaving Margit alone in her solitude.

References

Huss, Frans, J.: ‘Gillet pa Solhaug’, Svensk Musiktidning, no. 16, 1902.
Lindgren, Adolf: Om Wagnerismen, Stockholm: Z. Haggstroms forlags-
exp., 1881.

Peterson-Berger, Wilhelm: R-B. recensioner. Glimtar och skuggor ur
Stockholms musikvirld 1896-1923, vol. 1, Stockholm: Ahlén & Aker-
lund, 1923.

Wallner, Bo: Wilhelm Stenbhammar och hans tid, vol. 1, Stockholm:
Norstedt, 1991.

Ibsen, Henrik: Henrik Ibsens skrifter, vol. 2, Oslo: Aschehoug, 2006.
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