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EN SYMFONISK KANTAT.
DIKT AV TURE RANGSTROM

I.

Tempo Andante, poco rubato.
Passionato, patf.tz'co. .

WILH. STENHAMMAR, Op. 44.
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Wilhelm Stenhammar

Wilhelm Stenhammar (1871-1927) tillhér de stora namnen i svensk musikhis-
toria — i dag mest kind som tonsittare, under sin korta livstid lika respekterad
som pianist och dirigent. Det hor till saken att Stenhammar var verksam nir
det moderna musiklivet formades, och de frimsta namnen under denna epok
har aldrig forlorat sin lyskraft. For Stenhammars del illustreras det av de kom-
positioner som stadigt behallit sin plats som repertoarverk, i férsta hand hans
forsta pianokonsert (b-moll), 7vd sentimentala romanser for violin och orkester,
pianoverket Sensommarndtter, solosanger som "Flickan kom frén sin ilsklings
mote” samt korsdngerna "Sverige” och 71 seralliets have”.

Wilhelm Stenhammar skaffade sig en gedigen och framfor allt bred mu-
sikalisk skolning: pianostudier vid Richard Anderssons musikskola, orgel for
Wilhelm Heintze och August Lagergren, kontrapunkt f6r Joseph Dente, kom-
position fér Emil Sjégren och Andreas Hallén. Som s& manga andra svenska
musikstuderande vid denna tid, och tidigare, for Stenhammar ocksa utom-
lands, till Berlin f6r pianostudier.

Redan under studietiden borjade Stenhammar framtrida som pianist, men
ocksa komponera. Som pianist inledde han ett samarbete med violinisten Tor
Aulin och dennes strikkvartett som skulle komma att utveckla kammarmusi-
cerande i Sverige. Deras turnéer runt om i landet ir legendariska.

Stenhammar var dirigent f6r kéren Filharmoniska sillskapet i Stockholm
1897-1900. 1902 var han med att grunda det som idag benimns Kungliga
Filharmonikerna i Stockholm. Han dirigerade i perioder ocksa vid Kungl.
Teatern och var dren 1907-22 konstnitlig ledare {6r davarande Géteborgs
orkesterférening. Wilhelm Stenhammar komponerade parallellt med sin verk-
samhet som pianist och dirigent. Periodvis tog dock de sistnimnda engage-
mangen 6ver, men som fulltecknad musiker och dirigent behévde han & andra
sidan inte komponera pa bestillning sdsom flera av hans tonsittarkolleger
tvingades till.

Wilhelm Stenhammar blev invald som ledamot nr 501 i Kungl. Musikaliska
akademien den 29 november 1900.

Gunnar Ternhag

Om utgavan

Férlagan ir utgiven av Musikaliska Konstféreningen, Stockholm, 1924.

P4 omslaget stir: "Musikaliska Konstféreningen / Sdngen / av / Wilhelm
Stenhammar / Op. 44 / Komponerad till Kungl. Musikaliska Akademiens
150-ars-jubileum / Klaverutdrag av tonsittaren / Stockholm 1924”.

Tillkomstar: 1920-21.



Sangen: Verkkommentar

Vid nydret 1920 fick Wilhelm Stenhammar bestillning p en festkantat till
Kungliga Musikaliska Akademiens 150-4rsjubileum, som skulle infalla hésten
1921. Som textf6rfattare valdes pa Stenhammars inrddan tonsittarkollegan
Ture Rangstrém, som #dven var verksam som diktare bl a med texter till nagra
av sina egna sanger.

[ juli 1920 var texten klar och komponerandet kunde bérja. Stenhammar
tinkte sig ett verk av symfonisk karakedr. Tva utkast till verktitlar, Sinfonia
Corale och Sinfonia Vocale ger en vink om hans intentioner. Under arbetet
hade han svérigheter att férena Rangstroms prunkande, bildrika text med sitt
eget tonsprak, och nir forsta satsen var klar i september 1921 kom han inte
vidare i sitt komponerande. Efter uppmuntran och réd av tonsittaren och
vinnen Carl Nielsen tog arbetet ny fart, och verket fullbordades under stor
tidspress hosten 1921. Nielsens rad var att Stenhammar skulle satsa pa kontra-
punkt: Du er jo en Mester ogsé i Kontrapunkt, benyt det.” Andra satsen, som
frén borjan var tinkt som en variationssats efter monster av bl a Beethovens
tredje och nionde symfonier, blev nu i stillet ett rikt kontrapunktiskt Allegro
non troppo i betydligt mer klassicistisk stil an den brokigare forsta satsen. Den
slutliga titeln pé verket blev Sdngen. En symfonisk kantat, en mer neutral titel

an de tva forsta férslagen men dnda innehédllande det viktiga ordet "symfo-
nisk”.

Verket ir skrivet for osedvanligt stora resurser {6r Sverige vid den tiden.
Orkesterbesittningen ir i sig stor med 14 triblasare, 11 bleckblasare, pukor
och 5 slagverkare, harpor (angivet i flertal som “arpe” i partituret), celesta,
piano och strékar, men utdver det krivs fyra sdngsolister, en stor blandad kor
och dirtill en kér med ”Soprani giovanili”, alltsd en barnkér med héga roster.
Dessa resurser behandlas med den 50-arige Stenhammars hela kompositions-
erfarenhet. Dir finns harmoniskt synnerligen djidrva avsnitt (som i verkets
inledning), skimrande impressionism och klassicistisk flerkérighet. Det kon-
trapunktiska inslaget innebir inte kanon eller fugor, utan ett effektivt uttnyte-
jande av den mangstimmighet som de rika vokala resurserna majliggor. De
fyra solordsterna behandlas ofta som en tredje kér, och nir solisterna, kéren
och barnrosterna sjunger tillsammans klingar manga ganger 8-9 sjilvstindiga
stimmor samtidigt.

For att alla dessa stimmor skulle fa plats pa notsidorna var det nédvindigt
att trycka upp ett extra stort notpapper med 36 notsystem och en hojd p&
ungefir en halv meter.

Den 18 december 1921 gick jubileumshogtiden av stapeln i Musikaliska
Akademiens stora sal. Som solister medverkade Greta S6derman, Liva Jirne-
felt, Oscar Ralf och Conny Molin. Kungliga Hovkapellet spelade, och den

stora kéren bestod av 166 utvalda singare. Stenhammar sjilv dirigerade.

Redan 1922 idgde det f6rsta framférandet i Géteborg rum, dven d&d med
Stenhammar som dirigent. Men direfter har det blivit ganska sparsamt med
framféranden, frimst beroende pa det stora musiker- och singaruppbadet,
men sikert dven pd grund av verkets svarighetsgrad. Diremot har mellanspelet
som inleder andra satsen, blivit ett ofta spelat repertoarverk.

1924 trycktes klaverutdraget av Musikaliska Konstforeningen (ny upplaga hos

Eriks 1965). Partituret finns i ett par avskrifter, men orkestermusikerna har



hittills spelat fran originalstimmorna fran 1921 eller frin kopior av dessa.

Trots att kantaten skrevs till Musikaliska Akademiens jubileum har Rang-
strom i sin text helt undvikit att beréra akademiens och den svenska musikens
historia under de 150 aren. Akademien omnimns 6ver huvud taget inte, och
inte heller nimns nagon av vira betydande tonsittare eller musiker. Men en
liten referens har indd smugit sig in i verket. Nir Rangstrém i kantatens forsta
sats skriver "Och Visan vaknar, skilvande och yr till blom och doft i sommarns
rosendngar” sticker Stenhammar in ett citat ur Adolf Fredrik Lindblads sing
En sommardag. Barnrosterna sjunger nigra takter ur singen med Lindblads
text (takt 229-231), och négra fraser dyker 4dven upp i orkestern och ovriga
sangstimmor (med Rangstroms text). I andra satsens slutavsnitt (fran take 641)
dterkommer négra melodislingor ur singen, fritt gestaltade, och En sommardag
far ddrfor fungera som ett slags symbol f6r den svenska musiken, till vilken
hela verket 4r en hyllning - "Min sing, mitt land, du mina sangers land!” som
kantatens 6ppningsfras lyder.

Bo Wallner dgnar ett helt kapitel at Sdngen i sin stora biografi Wilhelm Sten-
hammar och hans tid. Kapitlet finns dven utgivet separat under titeln Sinfonia
Vocale. Om Wilhelm Stenhammars och Ture Rangstroms kantat Singen. En
verkmonaografi.

© Finn Rosengren



Wilhelm Stenhammar

Wilhelm Stenhammar (1871-1927) is among the great names in Swedish
music history — now mostly remembered as a composer, but equally respec-
ted as a pianist and conductor during his short life. Part of this is due to the
fact that Stenhammar was active during the formation of modern musical
life, and the foremost names of this period have never lost their radiance. For
Stenhammar’s part, this is illustrated by the compositions that have consis-
tently kept their places as repertoire pieces, on the first hand his first piano
concerto (B flat minor), 7vd sentimentala romanser ("Two Sentimental Roman-
ces’) for violin and orchestra, the piano piece Sensommarndtter (‘Late Summer
Nights’), solo songs such as ‘Flickan kom ifrdn sin ilsklings mote’ ("The Girl
Came from Meeting Her Lover’ and the choral songs ‘Sverige’ (‘Sweden’) and
T seralliets have’ (‘In the Seraglio Garden’).

He acquired a musical education that was both sound and extensive: piano
studies at Richard Andersson’s School of Music, organ for Wilhelm Heintze
and August Lagergren, counterpoint for Joseph Dente, composition for Emil
Sjégren and Andreas Hallén. Like so many other Swedish music students at
the time, and earlier, he also travelled abroad, to Berlin, to study piano.

Stenhammar started performing as a pianist during his studies, and also
began composing. As a pianist, he began collaborating with the violinist Tor
Aulin and his string quartet, which would come to develop chamber music in
Sweden. Their tours around the country are legendary.

He was a conductor for the Stockholm Philharmonic Society choir from
1897 to 1900. In 1902, he was among the founders of what is now known as
the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra in Stockholm. He also conduc-
ted at the Royal Opera and was artistic director of what was then the Gothen-
burg Orchestra Association from 1907 to 1922. In tandem with his career as
a pianist and conductor, Stenhammar was a composer. However, the former
activities would periodically eclipse his other work, but as a fully-fledged musi-
cian and conductor, he was not forced to compose on commission, as many of
his colleagues were.

On November 29, 1900 Wilhelm Stenhammar was elected to the Royal
Academy of Music as member no. 501.

Gunnar Ternhag

Trans. Martin Thomson

About the edition

Originally published by Musikaliska Konstféreningen, Stockholm, 1924.
Text on the front page: "Musikaliska Konstféreningen / Singen / av / Wil-

helm Stenhammar / Op. 44 / Komponerad till Kungl. Musikaliska Akade-

miens 150-ars-jubileum / Klaverutdrag av tonsittaren / Stockholm 1924”.
Year of composition: 1920-21.



Sangen: Work commentary

At the beginning of 1920, Wilhelm Stenhammar was commissioned to write

a celebratory cantata for the 150th anniversary observance of the Kungliga
Musikaliska Akademien (the Royal Swedish Academy of Music), which was to
take place in the autumn of 1921. On Stenhammar’s advice, his composition
collaborator, the lyricist Ture Rangstrom, was chosen to author the text. Rang-
strém was also active as a poet and wrote lyrics to several of his own songs.

By July 1920, the text was ready and composition of the music could begin.
Stenhammar imagined a work with a symphonic character. Two early working
titles, ‘Sinfonia Corale’and ‘Sinfonia Vocale’ hint of his intentions. During the
work process he had difficulty combining Rangstrom’s flowery, metaphorical
text with his own tonal language, and after the first movement was completed
in September 1921, he progressed no further with the composition. After en-
couragement and advice from his friend, the composer Carl Nielsen, the work
gained new momentum, and was completed in the autumn of 1921 — under a
great press for time. Nielsen’s advice was that Stenhammar should make use
of counterpoint: ‘You are also a master in counterpoint, use it.” The second
movement, which from the beginning was intended as variations based on pat-
terns from, for example, Beethoven’s third and ninth symphonies, now instead
became a rich contrapuntal Allegro non troppo in a much more classicist style
than the more varied first movement. The final title of the work was Sdngen.
En symfonisk kantat’, a more neutral title than the first two proposals but still
containing the important word ‘symphonic’.

The work was written for unusually larger resources than were common in
Sweden at that time. The instrumentation of the orchestra is large with four-
teen woodwinds, eleven brass instruments, timpani and five percussionists,
harps (indicated in the plural as ‘arpe’ in the score), celesta, piano and string
instruments. But, in addition it requires four vocal soloists, a large mixed
choir as well as a choir with Soprani giovanili,’ meaning a children’s choir
with high voices. These many resources required the whole of the 50-year-old
Stenhammar’s compositional experience. There are harmoniously extremely
bold sections (as in the work’s introduction), shimmering impressionism and
the use of multiple choirs in classicist style. The contrapuntal element does not
contain canons or fugues, but rather an effective utilisation of the diversity
that the rich vocal resources enable. The four solo voices are often treated as
a third choir, and when the soloists, the choir and the children’s voices sing
together, eight to nine independent parts are often heard simultaneously.

In order for all these parts to fit onto the pages of the score, it was necessary to
print extra large music paper with thirty-six music staves and a height of about
half a meter.

On December 18, 1921, the anniversary celebration took place in the great
hall of the Kungliga Musikaliska akademien. Greta Séderman, Liva Jirnefelt,
Oscar Ralf and Conny Molin participated as soloists. Kungliga Hovkapellet
(the Royal Court Orchestra) played, and the large choir consisted of one-

hundred and sixty-six selected singers. Stenhammar himself conducted.

In Gothenburg, the first performance took place as early as 1922, also with



Stenhammar as the conductor. But since then, there have been very few per-
formances, mainly due to the large group of musicians and singers needed, but
probably also due to the work’s degree of difficulty. On the other hand, the
interlude that begins the second movement has become a frequently played
repertoire piece.

In 1924, the piano reduction was printed by the Musikaliska Konstforeningen
(Musical Arts Association) with a new edition given out in 1965 by Eriks. The
score can be found in a couple of transcripts, but orchestra musicians have so
far played from the original parts from 1921 or from copies of these.

Despite the fact that the cantata was written for the Musikaliska Akademien’s
anniversary, in his text, Rangstrom has completely avoided touching on the
academy’s and Swedish music’s history during those one-hundred and fifty-
years. Nowhere is the academy named, and neither are any of the important
composers and musicians. However, a small reference has, at any rate, crept
into the work. In the cantata’s first movement, where Rangstrém writes, ‘Och
Visan vaknar, skilvande och yr till blom och doft i sommarns rosenidngar’
(‘And the song awakens, trembling and dizzy into bloom and scent in the
summer’s flowery meadows’ ), Stenhammar inserts a quote from Adolf Fredrik
Lindblad’s song ‘En sommardag’ (‘A summer day’). The children’s voices sing a
few bars from the song with Lindblad’s lyrics (measures 229-231), and several
phrases appear in the orchestra and other vocal parts (with Rangstrom’s text).
In the final section of the second movement (from measure 641) a few bits of
melody from the song return, freely formulated. And so, ‘En sommardag’ fun-
ctions like a kind of symbol for the Swedish music to which the whole work is
a tribute — as the cantata’s opening phrase says, ‘Min sing, mitt land, du mina
sangers land!” (My song, my country, you my land of songs!).

Bo Wallner devotes an entire chapter to ‘Sdngen’in his substantial biography,
Wilhelm Stenhammar and bis time. The chapter is also published separately
under the title Sinfonia Vocale. Om Wilhelm Stenhammars och Ture Rangstroms
kantat Singen. En verkmonografi.
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