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Gunnar Wennerberg

Gunnar Wennerberg (1817-1901) har skrivit, i en mening sjungit, sig in i den
svenska kulturhistorien med Gluntarne — en samling duetter fér baryton och
bas med pianocackompanjemang fyllda med Wennerbergs egna bilder fran stu-
dentlivets Uppsala vid 1800-talets mitt. Hir méter man Magistern och kumpa-
nen Glunten, vinskap dem emellan uppstar och scenerna vixlar fram till det att
Glunten till sist avligger sin examen och limnar studentstaden.

Wennerberg kom till Uppsala 1837 for studier i filosofi och estetik, dir han
stannade till 1849 efter att ha fact ett lektorat i Skara. 1843 hade han tagits upp
i den sa kallade juvenalkretsen, som pa ett studentikost vis odlade en humoris-
tisk séngkultur. Det gav honom fullt utrymme att komponera manskvartetter
och annan vokalmusik, diribland de f6rsta Gluntarne som kom att sjungas vid
juvenalernas sammankomster. Nagon formell utbildning i komposition hade
inte Wennerberg, men han bedrev sjilvstudier i musikteori och fann sina fére-
bilder i namn som J.S. Bach, W.A. Mozart och Felix Mendelssohn.

Efter tiden i Skara, dir han stannade i tio drs gymnasietjinst, tog han in p&
tvd banor: en tjinstemannakarriir med politiska uppdrag och i dess bakgrund
ett mer stort upplagt komponerande under fritiden. Under tva perioder var han
ecklesiastikminister (1870—75 och 1888-91) for att under mellantiden vara
landshovding i Kronobergs lin med site i Vixjo (1875-88). Dirtill var han
konservativ riksdagsman fran 1875.

Bland tonsittningarna mirks Davids psalmer (sammanlagt 55 singer eller
kérer med piano) och de sakrala verken Stabat mater, Jesu fodelse och Jesu dom
samt ofullbordade Jesu diod. Men vid sidan av de patriotiska kérer han ocksé
komponerade, var det Gluntarne som skulle leva kvar. 2005 dgnades dessa
sanger dessutom en egen akademi, "Glunt-Akademin”, som numera gér under
namnet “Gluntarnas vinner”. Flera Wennerbergsillskap har bildats och nagra
sedan upplésts, forst 1919 i Stockholm och ett andra 1943. Sedan 2015 finns ett
Wennerbergsillskap i fodelsestaden Lidképing.

Gunnar Wennerberg valdes in i Kungl. Musikaliska akademien 1850 och i
Svenska Akademien 1866 samt blev hedersledamot av Kungl. Akademien for
de fria konsterna 1871 och av Kungl. Vetenskaps- och Vitterhetssamhiillet i
Géoteborg 1893.

© Erik Wallrup

Om utgavan

Levande Musikarvs emenderade utgavor ir redaktionellt genomsedda och
korrigerade utgévor av tidigare tryck med kommentarer rérande rittelser

och dndringar inférda i form av fotnoter. Justeringar av bdgar, fortecken,
accenter och artikulation som inte har medfért férindrad ldsart har foretagits
utan kommentar.

Férlagan ir utgiven av Abr. Hirschs forlag, Stockholm, nr 2258.

P4 omslaget stir: "Gunnar Wennerberg / Davids Psalmer / satta / for en rost
med / ackompagnement af / Piano eller Orgel / 2:dra hiftet / Abr. Hirschs
Férlag / Stockholm / 3 kr”.

Tryckar: 1898.



Gunnar Wennerberg

Gunnar \Wennerberg (1817—-1901) has written, in a sense sung, his way into Swe-
dish cultural history with Gluntarne — a collection of vocal duets for baritone
and bass with piano accompaniment, filled with his own images of student life
in Uppsala during the mid-19th century. One meets the Magister and his com-
panion, Glunten, whose friendship evolves as the scenarios move forward — up
until Glunten finally finishes his degree and leaves the student town.

Wennerberg came to Uppsala in 1837 to study philosophy and aesthetics and
remained there until 1849 when he received a position as senior lecturer in the
town of Skara. By 1843 he had become a2 member of the so-called juvenalkret-
sen (literally, the juvenile circle), which, in a high-spirited manner, cultivated a
culture of comedic singing. This allowed him the full scope of composing for
both men’s quartets as well as other vocal music, including Gluntarne, which
came to be sung at the juvenalkretsen’s gatherings. Wennerberg had no formal
education as a composer, but educated himself in music theory, finding role
models in the likes of ].S. Bach, W.A. Mozart and Felix Mendelssohn.

After ten years of teaching at the secondary school in Skara, he embarked on
two different career paths: one as a civil servant with political duties and a se-
cond of more extensive musical composing, which he pursued in his spare time.
During two time periods (1870—75 and 1888-91) he was Minister of Education
and in between was governor of Kronoberg County, based in Vixjo (1875-88).
In addition he was a conservative member of parliament beginning in 1875.

His compositions include Davids psalmer (comprised of 55 songs and cho-
ral works with piano) and the sacred works, Stabat mater, Jesu fodelse and Jesu
dom, as well as the unfinished work, Jesu déd. However, aside from the patriotic
choral works he also composed, it was Gluntarne that would live on — in 2005
the work received its own academy, the Glunt-Akademin, which is now called
Gluntarnas vinner (Friends of Gluntarne). Many Wennerberg societies have
been established and died out, the first in 1919 in Stockholm, and a second
in 1943. Since 2015 there has been a Wennerberg society in his hometown of
Lidksping.

© Erik Wallrup
Trans. Nicole Vickers

About the edition

Levande Musikarv’s (Swedish Musical Heritage’s) emendated editions are edito-
rially revised and corrected versions of previously printed material, with com-
ments on the corrections and amendments inserted as footnotes. Adjustments
to slurs, accidentals, accents and articulation marks that have not affected the
reading have been made without comment.

Originally published by Abr. Hirschs forlag, Stockholm, no. 2258.

Text on the front page: "Gunnar Wennerberg / Davids Psalmer / satta /
for en rost med / ackompagnement af / Piano eller Orgel / 2:dra hiftet / Abr.
Hirschs Forlag / Stockholm / 3 kr”.

Year of publication: 1898.



